A 



C 0 L L E C T I O N 



OF 

V A L U A B L E D O C U M. E N T S , 



BEING 



ISIUNKy's YiNUlCATION' OF AliOLlTIONISTS PROTEST 01-^ 

THE AMERICAN A. S. SOCIETV TO TilE PEOPLE OF 

THE UNITED STATES, (Ul, TO SUCH AMERICANS 

AS VALUE THEIR IHCHTS LE TTER FROM THE 

alXECuTlVE CUMMiTTEE OF THE N. Y. 
A. S. SOCIETY, TO THE EXEC. COM. 
OF THE OHIO Sl'ATE A. S. S„ 

A T C I .\' C I N N A 'VI O U T- 

RAGE lll'OiV .sOUTH- 
iiKi\ RIGHTS. 

Goodell Anti-Slavery Collection No I - 

i-'iM-;si':N"ri-:D I'o 



OBERLIN COLLEGE 

EY THE HEIU8 OF 




v.. 



[Tiie coMipiier of the following pieces desiring, from their excellency, 
ensure to them an extensive circulation, and an easy reference, hae thrown 
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J, G. BIRiNEY'S LETTER— VINDICATION OF 

ABOLITIONISTS. 

rrnijc iMEr;rL\r. i\ alaiuma. 

At n liw'ye nnd rospcclnblo mcctini: of the citizens of 
Athens and Limestone county, according to previous no- 
tico, at the Court House on Tuesday, the i8th inst., on 
motion, Cnpt. Wm. Mnson was called to the chair, and 
Francis IL Ford a{)pointed Secretary. The object of the 
nicetino^ was explnined by Col. Jolin "\V. Lane, at some 
hMiirlh. On Tuotion of Col, Lane, thnt a committee he 
appointnd to draft a preamble and resolutions e::prcssivc of 
the vinws of tlse meetini:, the followinij pcntlomcn were 
aj)pf)!nted : — Col, Jolni ^V. Lruie, Rev. Jeremiah Tucker, 
0. S. Houston, Esq., Mr. Ira E. IIol)bs, Mr. Gnbriol Smith, 
jMr. .]nmes Crai(T, Mr. Wm. T. Gnnjble, and David M, 
Crawford, l^sq. Tiie committee aiUT retiring a .^hort 
time, reported tlie foHouinir preamble and resolutions, 
Vr'iiich were unanimously adopted : 

Wherens, I'rom the recent expulsion of blncklegs and 
gamblers from the adjoining states, and those who Jiave no 
visible means, and follow no employment for support, but 
live u])on the Inbor of ofliers, filching from the tlioufrhtless 
and unw.ny their hard earned savin::s, l)y actr3 that in tlieir 
moral elTecls are no better than robbery; 

And, wlu roa^, from recent developements of an organiz- 
ed band of a!)olition I'anatics of the Northern states, head- 
ed in part hy Garrison, Tr/jjpnn, Cox, I'hompr-on^ Moy^ 
aiid J/fMi:s G. Biknev, of Kentucky, witli others, wJiose 
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solo ;i,n<] uvo\v(m1 ohjoct i.s to j«'0\v thesoec.] ofdii-cord, r.'ipi:io, 
ami iimr(l(.'r anioiiij^ the s!.*ivc;«^ of the SoiiiIj. 'JMk^ l>(»;i<tfMi 
jicc(.v-si()ii llic rrcciitlv or''.'mi'/0(l socirti(!S at tli., :\(;ri}!. 
'J'li(>ir iiioroa.^cd zca!, tluiir aocinnulatiiiLT iiicai',-^, and 
f iplyiiil,^ })r(\->ris, tccfiii!!:^ with (Ik; most ^litiidi r()i:> ain! 
ran(:i)!"o;js al)ii><? of llie slavcholdinif jiopnlai of \\'.v 
South, thus oin'osn-aL'iMLr i:Jr?:i!)or(Ii!ia{ ion ai,<! in:-i;rrc('l iffii 
ri!iioiiir onr <!onif:sf ic. (:irc:<\ are acts looked iinf>ii v. iih ihr 
pjcalost indiirnation hy t\\>i coinip.nnitv. \\ hat ihrn r<'- 
!ji':iiis Inr lift? Shall \vc iv/id onr arms a;iii Lr> still niiiil 
tl'.c .si'orm .s\V(;{'}).s <)\'('r ^:;s, rjid tiie carlh shnkfs Im ;;.'.;!!; 
us? iN'o. We, will d(;(.'la:a to the world that we \\\\\ df- 
fc\](\ oiir lilnTtios, and Oiir projxTty, which tlif; ( '< 'its! is ii- 
tioii of oi:r coiiiiifv has o- ; •ir.-nitccd to us: hwi ]:avia': 
riirhis, and knowiii;.: t haii), :rc ^hcli ddrc iti(i'ii!((i',:i I;.; a-. 

Tlictadnrp, i'oolu'd, 'idiat a ( 'on^iniltco oi" ^' i^; i-: 
to C()ij>;;-.i ni' Iwciitv, hij a;)!>oiiilrrJ, ;i jit;d''ritv (•! whcti; 
shall havo powrr to net, \v!i(;^(; diity it >h;di i;r !o taKv> 
i>i(:a •;iiri!r; and Wr^c sindi hitvius ;is thev inav d( prn;-; ;-, 
iu hnn^inir to pidtlu" vi->\v, and wh nd 6/?/? A/^ -.^ 

or loiter ah'ont oiir iswf] ('{Hiiity, without a;)\' vi.vd'!-;; 
means nf M?{)j()!'t, 

ll<>s()!v('d, 'Mi ll said coF !;;ii'f^'e use id! e!!iT_;c'! ;c n.f^aii? 
.in (err<'(lnj,- o\n ;i]:d ih-lec [ ini: ;inv prr-nn or rxT'-ons \ 
nniy aitcmpt to tnrcninie nnuMiu; thf; (•oinmunit v, anv 
j)ain;dd(i, tr;ict, or anj- r-'dii ii>:js puhlicatioii oj' ;!n\ !;:nd 
wh;itt'VC! ; oi- M ni j>; f ni w d!i ^!:!Vv•<, with a view !o fvcite 
insurriM-i ion ; and ;!; (;:! pr^oi" (if sindi tact, to indict np; n 
snrij ptn>on r»r pcr-on^ wdiudi is the pf>na!tv oi our 

stainir lor riiidi (.>;i; nr^'s, »;r -mdi ol l;er punislinient as th( v 
]n;i\' ilnnk oro-xT. 

ll''-o!vfd, Th;;! we rct^';n in(nd to t;;e ritizens ot' 
f ;ip! :nn's ni l i^c ;•(>!! n'v Jo 'otpfdnt a Connnillce oC \'i;r.. 
i'anrr. \^ i!;: (> d:i;v it s!i;d! h" n» anor difnd all ^i!M>n• lo-;:- 
prr-on- w''\r. ni:i\ ';!> iiM!!id iij tin ir resp(M-tiv<> nc'iu !i! -or- 
.1 ood-. ;;nd hnn (in-n; hf. idrr ihr <,rp|j(.j-;,j C.'oiu!nitt(?o uf 
Vd:^ihini:r, at A ! hens. I'or cxajniriation, 
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Rnsolvoci, Tii.'it \v(.; j»lo(lrre llie coinmiinity our live?, our 
fortuMcs, .'111(1 our sacred honors, to sustain llio course 
w!iii;h ni ly Ihi piu'sucd by the Co!i!niitt(,'(? of V'iij^ilance, in 
ph'di.';? Oi' which wc siihscrihe our |)roj)or nanios. 

i^r^-olvcd, That <lio Sf.-crclaiy Iwi r<,'(|uestcd to keep ihc 
rosolui iiMis open i'our wcoks, to allbrd an oj)portuuily lor 
all to r^'i'in thi'ir 'names who (l(^>iro S!» to do. 

]lv';.-nlv('d, '['hat said cfjniniiitco shall liave power to fdl 
all vacancies whirh may ;tccrue (herein. 

In virtiM* oflhe Sirs! ri'solntien, the lollowin;!^ LT-ontlenicn 
were appointed the Commiltee oi" Vigilance, to wil : 

"\V;i,m.\M ']\ (lAMiw.T.^ Si!, AS Ilixr., 

Jam; s ('ija;^;, .lon.v M \i'i.Ks, 

Ja.mt.s M. (J O.MAX, A A Norji Vvokd, 

^AMi i'j- J .\\.\j;n, !ijA i'i. iionns, 

<5\;;!;n-i. Sm!;-:!, John li. i-lvAXs, 

(i;;o=:';i-: jlM.nX!:, (i;:o. S. llorsa'uv, 

.h;i;;;M5\n 'ih'ej. ]J\xn:!- Co!.!;max, 

]).\^!t) M. CfiA. wi'ouo, .ioiix W. !..Axr., 

I;\i:ri.i;v Cox, \\ii,:,jA^i Masox, 

Fu ^xe:s II. Fono, Lrivi: lilAa'Tii kws. 

i\esoIv(wl, 'j'liat the !)roceod iiits of lliis moetinrr be 
Siiiiied 1)V l]]!' ( 'haii'iih'i.n .'(nd cfMiiiter-i-irned hv tlie Sec- 
reiar}, and pnhii.died in tht; Alaba'n;! W'raidnnan. 

V/n.LLA}v! M\SO:s, Cliairmaii. 
FRANCIS IL FOUl), Secretary. 

[X'ifr. — We are iiirfnned, that hrsidcjs the Rev. JerC" 
liiiah Tntdxcr, n'im<'d aho\(% a llij-.tist minister, six otlier 
ineinhpfs of lln' \'iLrihanc." rommi!?.--:^ named, are proless- 
ed inrMil'.-r-- of the Cind-ti;!!! I'lfMilv, \i/ : W, T. (^amhle, 
Preshvt! n m, S. I'annerniid ,f. j;. ilvaiis, i^iptist, and B. 
Cox, S. ilinc. 1). CoifMnaii, and W. Ma.:(.>n, .Methodists. — 
'Ji/. A". W f lrcii!.!-: !i<(.'\ 



MR. UIUNEY's letter. 



MR. BIRNEY'S ANSWER. 

CiNciNNATi, Dec. 9, 1835. 

Gentlemen, — A number of the Alabama Watchman, 
containing tlie foregoing account of the proceedings of ^ 
' public meeting,' lately held in Athens, has reached mc, 
enveloped as newspapers usually arc, wlien sent by m/ail. 
An C7tra of that journal, containing a duplicate account 
of the same proceedings, carefully enclosed in a blank 
wrapper, sealed, and charged with a double rate of post- 
age, [vnpairJ,) has also been sent to me and received. All 
this cnre, to convey speedy and authentic information of 
the notice you have been pleased to take of one who had 
little reason to expect stirh conspicuity as you have given 
liim, it is to be presmncd, has been exercised by your agen- 
cy and direction. In this reply, wliich, after no liurricd 
reflection,! have thought proper to make to your proceed- 
ings, 1 shall take up but little time in noticing what was 
done that is strictly personr-d to myself. T will stop only 
long enough lo remind you — especially that portion of yon 
who profess to bo followers of Christ — of the viijui^i im- 
pression you have atteniptcMl to make on llio^e to whom I 
am a stranger, by associating me, in your proceedings, 
\\\\\\ \qauU)lvrii^ h!aclclrg<, [\ud i-^u.-^pirious pcn^on:>.^ Jt is 
well known to you all, that, with laborious diligence, I 
prosecuted in your county, and with no nujan success, a 
profession, arduous in its duties, and, to a conscientious 
mind, beset with di(ncuh.ies and temptations. To the 
geucrousness of my ])ractice, the bar will testify, and, 
\\'\{\\ pui'tivs and wii m-si^c^, bear record ol' my exeuiption 
from iIk' pcliy tricks and advantages which bring the pro- 
fessi()n into disrepute. Knowing me, by an accpiaintance 
of many years, as you did, — in my profession — as a mem- 
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bcr of the cliiirch — as a citizen — you have tried to pro- 
duce an impression, that you Icnao to be unjust and inju- 
rious. As Christians and as gentlemen, — now that you 
have liad time for reflection, — you sliould be sorry for it, 
and ashamed of it. 

I will not, by pleading your example, although it may 
be a full moiety of your number are, by profession, Chris- 
tians, seek to justify the use of violent and denunciatory 
language. In you, thej^>5/ use of such language is suffi- 
cientlv unbecominof. For me to use it, after having wit- 
ncsscd, in this instance, its ugliness, would be wholly 
inexcusable. Banishing, then, every thing like ill will or 
resentment, I would reply to you ' more in sorrow than in 
anger.' I cannot but remember that there arc among you 
those with whom I have passed many and pleasant years 
of professional intercourse — with whom I have had no 
other strife than intellectual and professional, and this so 
honorable, so courteous, and so kind, as in no degree to 
hinder our taking sweet counsel, and sitting often togeth- 
er in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 1 am led to believe 
that the present is an occasion providentially offered for 
the promotion of some good end. As such, I will attempt 
to use it, for your benefit, for my own, and for that of our 
common country, to which my love is no less than yours. 

No way presents itself in which I can more success- 
fully accomplish a service of this kind, than by correcting 
some of the material errors into which you and other ad- 
vocates of slavery have fallen, in relation to the charac- 
ter, object, means, &c., of those who are known by the 
name of aboliiionists. If, now, you are at le-ngth eman- 
cipated from the dominion of those inflamed passions, bj 
which it is evident, during your proceedings, you were 
held captive, and prepared to bring to the consideration of 
what I shall in truth and sincerity tell you, the calm and 
enlightened judgment, which I know was possessed i^ 



former tijiios by some ofvoiir coininitloe, yon will fvol bet- 
ter, i^'iifv.r, linj)j)i(!r, in the conviclioii tli?it, so i'lw IVoin lliiu 
])ort.i()ii of your !)rt'lliren .'lud ir'llow-cilizeus wlium you 
li.'ivo clinr:rc(l witli trying to bring upon yon iho sudden 
ronsunmiMtioii of tlie c:il;nnitio.s to wliicb tliCy see you cx- 
])osf:(), wliicli o^ tbeniselves, if lot rionc, now for a 
Ion;; time lingc.M* not, their Hrst wish is to nvcrt tliein, to 
save von from tlieir (iestruction, nnd make our united couii- 
try in reality what poetry has feigned her to be, — 

* 'J'lic land of tlio free and the lionift of the hi avc ! ' 

1. 7'/'/' (liarartar of the fiholitionlsf:;. — Althouoli t]i( ie 
nre aino!j.;r iliern a considerable nntnber of liigli-mindcd, 
ji;st, and intelligent !nen, who arc connected with no roliif- 
ious .'Oct, vet the great majority are Christians by prolr?- 
sio!5, and arr: found among the most active^ zealous, and 
Wf'll-iniornied classes of the several cluu'ches to which tli(^v 
rcspi.'ctivtdy beloijg. In England, tl;ey would fall undertlic 
conir-m[){!!r)ii.s desiirnation of * Mctliodists,' t)io name by 
Avliich the irork'mg men of all the churches there, both c.-- 
tabli^hed and dissenting, are caJlcd, when spoken of by 
the irreligious part of the community, or by tlieir more in- 
dolent and fashionable brethren. It is not meaiit tliat all 
belongijig to the most zealous, active, and weIl-infon«rd 
classf^s in the-ir respective churches in this country, ^'-^ 
:ib()litio?ii-ts. By no means. Yet it is chicllv by drawin<Minon 
th(^:n, that the abolitionists have increased their numhf!.-, 
from the mere handful of two vears aoo, {o it juav be 
000, as stated in Ji nu.'eting of .Southern slavehfilders, held 
recently in 'Nvw York. It is a great mistake, lo suppn.-e 
that they have an over-proportir)n of youth. True it i.^. 
tliat many young men, buoyant witli virluoi:s expectation, 
< f the soundest liearts and most cultivated minds, aro 
swelling their number and adding to their elliciency, aiul 



Uiat tliorc arc aiiionLT them inoii vcucrable for iit^Q and wis- 
CiOin, who h.ive done the state and cimrch much service, 
and who must soon, accordiM^r to the ordinary conr^ic of 
nature, he called hence to their reward, — vet the ijrcat 
body i:5 in ide n[) of men of middle ai^c, possessing n\ their 
fuihist vi^-or all their natural and ment.al [)owers. Those 
;\ lio are reposing on what they have done — whose fame is 
built on the foundation of things as they are now, and 
wiio, in the <rreatness of their alarm at the least moral a^n- 
tation of tiie c Mumunitv, seem to ibri;ct that ' (Jod rciijns,' 
or who are too inert aisd to njucli at e;isc for renewed effort 
to sei>:e on the land that yet remains to be possessed : 
such are rarely to be found in the busy and stirring ranks 
of abolitionism. 

Bfdicvin;^^ that, according to the promises of God, in the 
conversion of the world, and th:it liis truth, u iehh^d by 
hutnan aijencv, is to be the irreat instrnnH}nt lo etlect it. 
tiii^'v havo not !)oen l)ackwar(l in fTlvinir their aid to every 
bo!i;nol(Mit movement ar all connected with this great ob- 
ject. For the suppiirt of foreii^n and d;)inesi ic missions^ 
for the largest distribution of the Bible, for Sunday 
scho ds, for t!ie tract and education causes, and for the 
G.slablishmcnt and endowment of colleges^ cspcciaily 
whoro tuost neodcd, they have been ]i!>c'raJ in their dona- 
tions. 

Advocating prinrJpfr:^^ and 'Delicving all that are truly 
such will, when fnthfully tlcvolopcd and fully carried out 
into actio!!, operate bonellcially, abolitionists arc tliorough- 
iij t'lvor of public moral reformai li.ui. ilaving .ibnn- 
doned tlic (i-^e of ardent sjurits l)ecnuK' thev coutained alcu- 
liol, and itinijiii th(ur eflects, tln.'v reirain from every 

Oilier dn;!'< ib-it is alcoholic and that jjrMduces intoxication. 
Thu> \v!;ic. cidt-r, beer, and ail theofiirr r//V;j:'(7/.-.Y'5 of alco- 
holic poir'Hi are excluded from thrir use. If i mistake 
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not, tobacco has generally shared tlie same fato. In niy 
journey, last yprini,^ through Oi)io to the ca^t, where 1 was 
brought in company with a large number of abolitionists, 
J remember but one who seemed to bo in the habitual use 
of tobacco. Some of them, and l)y no means a few of the 
younger abolitionists, from considerations of health and 
economy, as well as other reasons, have reliiKjuished the 
use of te:i and colVec, substitutinii: for them, in most cases, 
water or milk. To my surprise, at many houses whose 
hospitality 1 received, in addition to tea and cofFec at 
breakfast and supper, a pitcher of pure water was regu- 
larly placed on the table, and, to my still greater sin*prise, 
more frequent use was made of it than of other licpiids. 

A large and growing number of them, by no means 
confined to the Friends, have embraced what are beixin- 
liing to be known by ihc name oi^ pracc principles. These 
principles deny to nations the right of n)aking war, cither 
offensive or defensive, and to individuals the right of as- 
saulting others in any case, or of defending their persons 
or property, if it must i>e done at the expense of the guilty 
Uespasser's life. These, say they, are the principles of 
the gospel ; in illiistration of tlieir beauty and excellency, 
they adduce the lives of the S ivionr and his ;!})ostles. 

As a class, they are diiig(jni in the conduct and man- 
agement of their ordinary bnsitiess; and it is bclit.'vcd not 
lobe too much to say for thein, that they are somewhiit 
distinguished f)r their good fiith and pimctuality in the 
discharge of pecuniary engagements. Opposed to thea- 
tres, expensive- jKMii{>.s mid j)arade of every kitid, rwch of 
them as are enjr.ioed in pMofitiible })!jrsnits would i^ooii 
grow rich, were it not that tiiey give so much of their mo- 
Jiey, as well as of their ?ifne and j)ersonal effort, to tlie bc- 
iievolent ciiuses which interest them. 

Ju domestic life, it is believed they are not behind any 
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othor (]oscrij)f ioi) of our leliow-cif izous, in tlie oxcrnplari- 
uess of llioir demeanor, nor (!(,) tlniy approciate less liigiily 
tli;in others tlio Iiappiiiejs which i-prin^^s iVoin its cndcar- 
nierits. 

As church ?nruihcrs. — NoLwiLhstaridinf]^ iho. \ioleiit do- 
iiunciaiions (o u hieii they hav() heeu t^u'Djecled, even from 
their leilow-chri^tians, h(M'-an.s(^ of th(Mr injcom}irofnisinnr 
ndvocney of the cause of liherty as iiniiuMliately connoct- 
"(1 uiih the poor, aiid perishiiej-, a!id neglected aiMon.'^ us; 
1:0 iii.-taiice, so far as it is kiiou ii, is to he found where 
thev h';ive he(\'i hrou^hd iind(?r the diseipiinc (>f their 
churxhes unchri>tia!t and disorderly ctjudiict. 

As ciirzn/s. — Thf^y are not iu'enhfjed witii any of tlic 
poli'iica.l parlies into wh.ich the country is divided. So far 
from it, these parties seem dcsiroes d co!nrn.en<ling them- 
srivc^;^ to popidar iavor, each hy out strij)pn"iLr its adversa- 
ries in tlieir r!!)use, misrepresentation, and j)ersecution of 
ahoiilioni: ts. hi ehections, ihey vote hy no party mandate, 
hut as in(livi(hiall V believe to he n.iost f'XVQd'ic.ut In 
every i)oint. of contact with iiovernnicnt, tliey have shown 
t!ii'iii--f.]v es ohed i{;nt to the hn\'s, aiid laiih'hl in the (lis- 
ch:ir::e oi'lluMr civil duties. They al!e;re, and it is heliev- 
ed, truly, that in the j)rosec!Uion of their olfject — ihc 
n.'!f:j>, ."/v .'//■''■.'/ ,>r' f'ir (}}>'(;rc(l i 'i '< s Ian /, th(?y iiave neith 
er violated, nor int(M'ided to v iolate, aiiy [)rovision of tlic 
Constilutioii of the United 8t;Ucs, or of iho constitution 
or l;;\vs of any of tii(^ states. Of their yet having; done so, 
or of their hiavinrf written, uj> to this time, a sinirlo sentence 
wh.ich, even if the slaves of the Soutli could rt^ad and iiad 
act'.ess to tlunr writings, lias any h^^itimate tcmlency to 
excite an insurgent spirit among the; o[)pre?sed, tliey nt- 
tPiiV (h'uv, rnid demaiid other nrofjf ot" it than is to be 
found in the furious clamor of slaveholders, who will not 
read tiicir productions, or in the terror of mobs summon" 
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C(l to the work of hloodsliod iukI (lemolitioii by tlio ^ dough 
facr.^'-^' of the NorL!i—j)a.inler:3 to jjhivdholding avarico 
and piTSsloii— traitors to the wounded and almost expiring 
cause of liberty ainoni,^ tiietnselves. 

Last springs I atten(!ed the Ohio Anti-Slavery Conven- 
tion — was [)re.-ent at the sever;il nleelinl^s of the American 
Auti-S!iJ.very Sociely in New York, aiid at the Anti-vSlave- 
ry Convention li(!!d in I'osto:!. (')n tlieso several occi- 
sions, I became aenii;ii!it(>(!, and dell!):)rated with, U may 
be, not less than one th'^ns;ind p:;rH,ons, who may be fairly 
set dovvji as amoH'.; th(; m')st j;i'u;riiij;e!it of the abolitionisls. 
Subiects on which the m')st vliverse o])iuio!is were enter- 
tained,and whieii to aniMtiniis atid untrained miiids would 
be a"itatiirf and di:-r^(:n(ieus in t!ie extreme, were discusr;- 
ed with the most calm and imrnHled compor^nre. And 
whilst some of thi^ leadin:r ii)nru d:i were teeminir witli the 
foulest and tlic^ fidsesi ehar^-es of moral and political tur- 
pitude, whilst there were produced in th-dr assenu)lies, 
placards, caliin;^ on the mo!) Sor ap])ropr!ate deeds, and 
designatiji;^ the tinn^ ai\d place of holdiu'^ tlieir jneetin;^-, 
that its violence m:.j;ht Iniow at wh;Lt point it mi;riU mi)-i 
eftbctually speinl li-di'; yet noi eU^ewhere have I. seen 
much of sedate dtdilieration, of soljcr c:)nchi::;:on, of di::- 
iiificd inoderauon, sanc;i!ied by earnest prayer to (n)d, nei 
only for the oi-;pr(.\-:;--r(l, i5iit ibr tin; o[)[^resser of h»s ndiov.' , 
not only for sucli as tiii.'y loved, bat f.jr their slanderer-, 
and pcrsccnlors, ;i:id rnemies. 

The above is a i'iir account, so far as my Icnoudedi^;" 
enables me to spcal:, of tiu^ cliaracter of those whom you 
are pleased to describe as ' a band of fanatscal abolition- 

* Thl.^ wiiid i:^ nut Ji'f i ir) nnv nvilicf, hut as tlin rorplvc ] an! .'H'S* 
conveniful lU'.-i:;!! liio:) tlia'. cl.i.s.-i ui" Dcr.-^jjii.s vviio, rcsiamg lu fiec stated, 
yet arc tlic lick'Uiirr,-} v'.' al.iV(.Ty, 
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ist?.' Licrlit and rasli inniilH, unaccu^'tomcd to pcnctrnlG 
io llio ic.'il caubcs of great revolutions in j)ublic Fentiment, 
will, of course, lliink niid .^jieak conteinptuouirly of tlicm, 
\vhi!:;t the pliilo^opliic observer clcorly .'-ces that e^ucli an- 
tagonists of error, armed wiili j^o jKnyerful a weapon af> the 
friif/i, nuut at all times be invincible, and that in the end 
they will bo trinm})]iant. 

'2. 7//uir ('I'jcft is iJic ahoUiion of slavery in i'hc Unit- 
rd S(((t(s. This is e>;j)re^se(l in the conslitntion of the 
American Anti-Slaverv k^ocictv, and is <roneraIlv roiteral- 
cd in tlic constitutions oi^ auxiliary societies. .1 safely 
hazard ihe a.-sertion, tliat in the multiplied publications of 
tlic American Anti-Slavery Society — in all the s]iccchcs, 
and addresses, and discussions of its agents and intelligent 
advocates, no other olfject is proposed, and this 6'?i7f/ 
ilirovgh Ihc pi-ircr (>f iiic Iruili (ipplitd to the imdcrstand- 
iiw's and ('()f}S(i(?}r('s of s/avclio/dcr.^, to persuade ihcvi io 
do tJidr duty. Now, of me and tlic otlier gentlemen you 
iiavc associated with me, you liavc i)ublislied to tlie world 
tliat our ^ <o(c of>jrcf ' is ' to sow the seed of discord, rap- 
ine, and murder among the slaves of tlic south,' and you 
afiirm, as witnesses who hnow ihc trutli, tliat wc liave so 
' AvowiM) it. Knowing, as 1 do, tliat at the time you gave 
this testimony, there were no facts in existence to verify 
it, what now shall I say to you, as lionorablc men and as 
Christians, of your course ? J will not retort the laiiLaiaae 
of abuse and vilification ; it is torn from my vocabulary. 
Can anything l.e said iii extenuation more favorable, than 
that passif.n h.ad usurj^ed tlie seat of reason — banislied 
memory bom its station, and left you to the undisputed 
sway of a di.-ordered imagination, b-usy in the creation of 
licr guilty filaments ? c-r that you arc disci])Ies of tlie reicrn- 
mg syMem of ethics, whicli jnakes a lal.-e statement less 
criminal when it is asserted of many than of few— of those 



wc call our ono?nies, than of our IriondH, or of tlio«c who 
are porscc-iitod, ili;jrj oT those who are popiihir? Elect 
vour own .scheme of p-illiation ; t^till, iis gentlemen and 
(/lirisiiiins, yow owe it to the cla'nn.s of honor and truth to 
furnisli tlie evidence of your aecnsation, or with the niai,^- 
nanirnity ljcco.'nin;j both cliaracters, acknowledge with 
contrition your .shame fwr havinif preferred it. 

The object, tfien, of the al)oiitioni.st.s, is to brinpj slavery 
in the Unil« 'i States to a termination. Now, by it.^elf, in- 
dependently of the nieanis to he u?ed, — which we will con- 
sider bye and bye, — it is i\ ^>oo(l objcri — one which [would 
not do you the injiisiic(r, for a luouKMit, to suppose you 
would not he;irtily ap[)rove. 1 will not aUril)nte to Ljentle- 
nicn of your respectai>!lity and intelliir(;iice, the slightest 
approximation to that hruifiyni whicli coniil (h light — he- 
cause of its ritn(?ss and propripiv — in set-ini,^ one race of 
men, year after yern*, fjeijcration after o;enf>ration, century 
after century, increasi?ii:' IVom te!is to hun'ireds, from hun- 
dreds to thousrinds, iVofu thousands tomiilions, performing 
nnrequitctl toil, siilK>rinii' bodily oulracres and torments, 
aui\ consigrjcd to mental darkness and sj)irit!ial hopeless- 
ness, nj'M'f'Iy that anfjilser race' mii^ht iiv(; in ease and indo- 
lenc(% and en joy all the pleasures of despotic sway. Nor^ 
will I suppose, if tno straufj^nrs were to nieet in a wilder- 
ness, and the stroriL'^er to reduce the weaker to the condi- 
tion of a southern slave, that vou woidd refuse to unite 
even with tln^ veriest * fanatic. ' iii tlu; land, in raisinil 
ai^ainst such violence and abuse, the loudest note of con- 
demnation ; nor that any rijht cla'nnrd by the oppressor 
could rf^ceiwi the Ica-t ooofirniat i.on, or the wroncT of the 
sullerer be at all mitiijatcd, l>y the wronif-docr's pleadina^ 
the habits of flr>r]iinat ion, and crindty,ar]d indulirence into 
which he and his taniily liad fallen, from th>e long contin- 
uance of the relation his own outrage had set up. No, 
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n-enl!cMncn : in such a case, you \vouU] decide nl once, ami 
correclly too, thai cvi.Ty in(.)iu(!nt's denial of llie rii^lil was 
a coiUiiiuauce ofllie wronis addin!M)iilv nuin'aviitioii to its 
iiitciisiiv. aixl fin-nisliiiii!; fre^idi knij^ou for its lenuiuatioii. 

Nor, do I believe, liatel'ul as i^; tlic very name of aboli- 
lionis'is lo bIav(diolder:>, tliat vou would i'ei\i^:e to minule 
your vsyn;|)atlii(.'s with tlieirs, for the oppressed of oilier 
lands. In all our south, the tyrant iSieiio'as had not a 
friend, wliile he was drenchin;^' his lia.uds in the blood of 
Ids ]^.)^l^h :M.ii>jects, i.fo;i(led by opj)ressl(/ii to revolt. No : 
the fainh st ray of hniM^ lor tiK.'ir success in \ indicn! im-* 
liieir liberty, ^^■arn!ed >-our every heart; the clan!^ of the 
Polish fadchioi! on the inva.d(u's cas(|ue, n^ade liiusic dc- 
li;;{hlful lo your ears ; \\ hilst fur every b!<ade tiiat wai? rais- 
ed bv an aim thai strucdv for Id-'ertv, vour silent orisons 
went up, lliat it r^nifut descend willi resistl(\^s energy upon 
tiic strongest of the oj)i)ressor's bands, YoUir prayers as- 
cemled not ii)r the siayiun- of the ]>estihu;ce,- that was 
swee]>ing olf tli;- thons;;u.ds of the foe — auTi when, at last, 
after the Siru:j;,d(! of do-'pair, the so!i of j-ohiud's liope 
wejit douu in trars of blood, il v;a.s foiiowod by your tears 
of sorrov.-. — whilst in liiournlul s}n][;alliy with tlie poet, 
you exclaimed — - 

' Ili^rM' r.ii- ;i si'M-oii lii<i'; tii(^ \\nf!,| f;'. ;-f\'. ell, 
Aiiii [''icciii }:n : !(ri( Ivcil wlicii iirc Ii-iu .■•u 1 !; H," 

But .':'tay~not so fast : Is it not 'fain.hral^ tlnis to suf- 
fer the honest feeliuLrs oi" your nature; to f-o out f(.)r tl;c op- 
p/ress( <1 — :i!,d is i{ lie*! ' i ni f n<TKir ii ' lor you here, to ! e[)rc- 
bale the cru^'hy f'l the lyr;nit. or to commiserate tlie af- 
Hictiom; of such coiiteinpiibie ' dir^turbers ol" tii(; ])eace ? ' 
1 liere are two side-- 1(» every (pe-siifju. Ye.u have not yet 
heard tlie hi;:ii-,--.iO:fii .-iud {■hivadrous .fhep/Cior'.s account 
of this matter. ;i;;.ve not heard from liis own lips of 
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t.lio groat * delicacy of tho subject ^ — nor have yoii proj)C'rly 
npprt'cialcd his ' j cculi.ir circiunrtlaiicCvS.' '\\) y)[ir luri- 
oiis zoui wo niny Hiij/po.^c; him to reply, * Yon li;ivt' (ori^^ot- 
ton alio.ifetiic'r, thai howrvor u'roi);^ ji)i;.|;ht have heeii iljc 
(}i;-incin!;erineiit of and the /ir,^l reduction of ilri 

inhahicifUs to political iscrviliide, lhat, tliev had he- 

co.'ne' accu^toni(.'d to i(. — lhat they were exceediieily dc- 
graded^"' — totally niiqnal ilied i'or liljerty, many of them 
beinif J(?\V5, who will neilhei* amal:,r;jin;ite with Chri^liani-', 
nor (.'hri.->(i ins with them — that, tlu.'relbre, tlun' never can 
be free in th(.'ir native land — the only wav If) eh'?\ate them 
to ))ron(n' sense and eniovmenl of freedon), bein r oitlu r 
to t^•an^'j)Ol•t theni to tli(i hospitabhj ajid il(^al(.l!y shores of 
Palestine, (which is inipossible,) or ibr me to re'laiii the 
pou'er i now {)ossess ov'( r them, nsiiiK it of coiiisc with a 
mercifid di>cretion, as 1 iiavn ;ilwavs done, and soh-ly f;r 
their ;:ood , m:diin:]' them, as it were, candidates for free- 
dom, tiil, somehow or other, in tlie lapse of thc^y may 
be indnct<*d into its fell iVnition.' i^I.iy it not b(?, loo. you 
have overlooked thai most manly and salisfaciorv of ex.- 
cuses for inveterate habits of o|)t)ression — tha.t they were 
introduced by his very u-orihy autocratical ancestors, wlu.), 
themsrivcs bein;.; op[)ressors, liad tratismilud tiic fasiiioe 
to their descendajits, and now, withf)ut aiiv airencv of ld>. 
lie had it ' n//^///fY/ ' on bin). Beside, may he not well 
liave iir:T(Ml, that his power wotdd be cu"tailed, his weali'i 
diminished, and Ids padnceiy case brokeii in n?)nn. bv re- 
inovirr^f the ueiivht of ids oppression ? And. e;tii! more 
fiercely, that the or>pressed were his ' proprrli/ ' — tfiat it 
was bis owti concern— lhat no other i)eoi>lo knew anvthin:- 
about it, or had any interest in it— and that, if any cant- 
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ir\^" svmp.'itliy for his s^iihjncts (codU'IiUmI nnd hnppy ho 
knew ilwy wcro, if iiUMidlcrs wouM hjt tlieni aiono) .^houhl 
1)0 felt innl r.xprcsrscd any where; or, il' a nnsirnidcd phil- 
aiuhrnpy .should iiliriiij)i lo convincti liiin, tiial in the .stores 
of })eaven there is laid np wrath ibr lh(i oppressor — or that 
it is l.ielter, safer, iiappier, to be servi;d hy will in;.; siil)jects 
tlian reliict.'iiic ^hives ; or ii' ids nei<ihi)(;rs shoidd j)ern)it 
a!iv discns>ion ol* the wrongs of tyrants and the rights of 
men, he slionhl re^a,rd il as a hosiih) interference with Ids 
own pecnliar (h">j;otio;d intcvresls, cillinir, Jit least, for a 
withdrawal of his friendsld}), if not ibr f»])efi war nj)on the 
iniihy. Txow, in what lii^ht wouhl yon hjok upon sncli 
!)!eas as tins ? Now, I am sure, as the candid rtraders of 
an inteili'rent and honest mind, (h'siriutr to show niercv 
and do jnstiee— but, rather, as the iruibv snbiuriiio-es of :i 
hus(^, and seliish, and cowar(h'y desp-ot, who has the mean- 
ness to back Willi threats, his I'eiiiiieij excuses for practis- 
iniX ''-J iiii<piity, he iias not the nia;^'naiiiniity to Ibrsake. 

Tims i'ar, von :?iid t'le abuliti<.'iii.-is ' walk toi'^ether,' in 
admirini;- the i)eanty and comeliness of liberty. But at 
liiis point yon sej)arale. lit) lovis iu;r as a substantial good 
lor himseif, his ne'i;rhb.-:)r, his country, the world : )ou ad- 
eiiro her as ijjnjd in the ' ab.siract ' — o\\ as iiaviiitr her 
habitatioii at a disfanrc — in Jreh'iiid — in Toiand — or in 
Greece. j>nt let her blazini^ beacoti bt^^in to sweej) over 
tlie Allan! ic and ap})r«)ach our hhores, and its warmth be- 
!^\n to be lelt near your cotton-baies, 3 our r ice-tierces, and 
vQur suf:ar-ho.^-l:eads — let but 

p.- -pi-, i . M 1 1 II .. , , ... I : , f . ^ 

. ■ • • I I . < 1 I . 1 I I ; I I I I . I I . I i 1 . , 1 i 1 . 1 r : , I ' ■ 1 , 

I V";ii ' r.liiiiOt lih! ' (,) \.\u:' CI 

a'IkCl bccilfs (/er the vvLrtci ;i -ra ; — 

2nd, oh, llow fai;atical ! how visionary ! how suicidal to 
her own mterests, how destructive to those of tiic oppress- 
fcu? aud how injurious to her neigiibors ! 
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Now, wliat a sliarno is t]]is! Lovers of freedom, are 
ve ? — and well content that iier lires should hla/e, and 
warm and purify abroad — wliil^?t, at home, they niust be 
extinguished, and your own house lel't deiiohite and dark I 
Lovers of liberty, are ye ? — and yet, whih-^t the abolition- 
ist is striving to uprear lier ralien standard in our countrv, 
that all the world inay see its broad lolds, waving in liie 
purest air of heaven, represeiiting in letters of sunliglj, 
that, ALL ati:n m-c cntlilrd to Linr.iiTv — with mvrmifion 
hands you rusli to seize, that you may consume it in tlie 
furnace of a sugar house, or bury it forever in the marslici 
of a rice-field. 

The importance of the object is by no means dii^iiiiij^h- 
ed, when it is seen iiow rapidly slavery is insinuatinrx it- 
self into the very reliirion of the American cluirci). Time 
was — and it ended but a litllo while a-io — when slavrrv 
was deplored in ilie south, not only as an ivil of larirf' 
mensions, but as a {raiisin'cssioii of the rreat law of lf)V( . 
^vhich, whilst it could not be jiisliiied, yet some p*iHi;iii';!i 
was found for it, in the j)ecnliar circumstances o{" that [)or- 
tion of tlie country — and a h;)pe ofien exi^ressrd, that, in 
sonui u'ay or olher, it might tonninate. Noseclion oftii" 
church was then f )und so besoilcd as lo become its ad- 
vocate and sup})ort(?r on priii< iuf!-, and b.ddiv take ih>d'' 
])ook oi' love as {heir warr;iiit ibr heldii,:: tlicMr lirctliri'ii i:i 
a bo!id<'ige, unequalled for its enermitics even amoni: 
hoiur-dans or Pagans of modern titoes ; nor ho recklc::> oi 
all d(M;ent regard to llu, ir character, as lo cliallef);.:o tl;^? 
])raise of um'.w ibr tlic.^ mcl!()r:ile(l coiidii ion of tlio eii-l iv^ d 
here, as to morals aud i»hvslcn! condbrts mIxu-o \vh:!i ;i 
would have bec^n had thvy remained in Africa; or t<) 
oir against tlicdr iniqiiity the lew instances of convo>'^;.'n 
to Christ, by vvhicii <i<»d, in the ifreatufss of Ids nn^rrv, 
liad chosen to exalt Ids name^ and make it jdorious. amoa: 
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tlic dowri'trorlilen and porisliing of a C'nriptian land. Yet, 
nil this has hvv.u (loin? — not by a few io'iiorant and iron- 
hcarted slnvc-driviiinr prolVis^^ors of rcliizioji, hiU by the 
accredited orijaus of dilVercut chnrclirs in thn sojith, 
clainnr)<r hi^rli stations on the scnlo of r^^cnei a! intelligence, 
biblicnl kno\vledi»e and v^piritua! purity. 

Now, I a,-:l; yon, if to men zealous for the honor of God, 
t^nd for the ijlory of his church, is it nothing wliich should 
rouse them to cftort, to see mrh a sysicni of * pe:ice on 
earth and <.Tood will to men,' menacing- the wliole Iiind by 
its rapidly extendinir and darkenin<i inllnence ? Is it noth- 
ing" tliMt siiould animate tliofn to hoiv, nniirinr action to 
see millions of their counlrymen and fedlow crcMtnres in 
chains, in their nndst — to know that each, d.iv iheir chains 
are bcconiinir jieavi(»r and more iralliniT ; to witm^ss trener- 
ation j^ncceedini^ (rciier.ition, with minds sunk deeper in 
ignor;uice, and lu^arts in savair<"i^n) — wliilst frotn niulti- 
ludcs of ihem is forced the cxclanh'irion nf hon^^ heo-innin^'' 
to despair, ' {low loULS I.iOrd ! ' A;jd slinll tliis exist, 
and its cf»ntinuance he insisted on — sh ili ii l)(^.'o»ne in<ln- 
rated, and this too hv the s.'inctioii of a chnreh nrolVssincr 
to he God Sj and by a people j>r(:.(essi!irr 'D'/forr Iliin «'ind 
the world to have put on bowids ol' eoiup ission. nnd to 
have tlie tiiind that was in Cliri>t ! and //o;;/' lonnd to 
'cry aloud, t'> spar(^ not, to lilt up ihf^ir voice like a trum- 
pet, and sliow hi.s j)''ople liunr tra!Jsi,n(\-.-ions, and the 
ho;i-o fd' Jac(d) liifMr sins ? ' 

I do not intond here to enter into an v scri{>tural exriresi« 
to j)rov(! to voM thai tlx.' jorrn of <;pprrs<i()ii ('alliMl siave- 
hohiin:: \-. :-:::[":!!, 'iwi'i.llv sinful betfin* (iod, I)ccans(; it is 
th(^ i:rrat<>.-t wronj you can »io to vour noiiilihnr. ] know 
Witli wiiat liiinMr-iM'ss yf)U (ly from tiic liulil ol'tlie cr.'^/i-mf 
fii'jiM^nr-at !on to the (;f>e.;['.arat!\ e da? !-; n<-s> of" t lir jf^c/.s/ 
how, Idve the unh:i[)py Gadareiic })ossessed with an un- 



Mil. r.IRXKY S IJ/riKK. 

clonn Fvurif, vofi li.ivo in.'idc your dwcllinrr anions the 
tombs ((jj* A.br iliiim mid ^^),"^e^:5 ;) and liow always, u'v^hi 
and day, yoii hit ciittin^r yoursclvos with stones, and cry- 
ini{ out to cvnv owi) uIk; uould draw you lliencc, 'Tor- 
Uiv.ut. liic not ! ' ] \\ \\\ \]()\ nursiio yoti tliillier ; hut of you 
w!iO i)r(j!('ss to he (.'!l^i^ti;lns, I would ask and with no 
launtiii!! or insnhmi: j)iir|)o^f! — Has tho thintr called slave- 
ry, r/.v i/o!/ praificc //, (.iiid I do not intend to say tliat in 
tiic (!-f.'itni<!nt oT yniir sl:!\r's you dillbr from your iiciirli- 
I;f)rs,) hiM-n {'(Mind, at anytime, j^roj)itious to your Chris- 
lian i^rowiii, or to a clos(;r walk with God ? Have you 
not, (rspcci.'iiiy the ' hi.^hoj)' on your connnittcc) on whip- 
j)i;)>.'; a IMIow h<■i^L^ to extract Iroin him services whicii 
oii'v slavery anthori/es vou to demand, liad some mistriv- 
\\vsr tliiit voii aic. what (jod has said vou ouo-ht not to he. 
* a .;,'/•///.'/•/' \\ licn you wrest from him all the avails of 
ills lahor, cNcept what will ke(>|) liim in good condition to • 
iciK^w it, does it :M>ver occur lo vou that vou are * rfreedv 
(»r iiithy hu re,' ' covetous ? ' ^^nd w hen you are under the 
nec.c-sity, even tl-.tMUfhit he to maintain the discipline that 
shivr ry c:il!s ior, of i-ntiinu; and slnsh/mn-, by yourself or 
yo;:r ovcM-.-cr r, sdiie hiui' a dozen of your poor and hclp- 
]"-s hi( ihren, whom, you say, God has committed to your 
r;ir(\ does it ne\er strike you as somewhat inconsistent 
vv iih \\\\\\\ he h'l;; tohl vou hv his messeuffer, ' The servant 
id* th.e l.ord n.u^t not strive, hut he gentle to all menV 
A^ i n: has it !i<>v( r once entered into your minds, whilst 
a:leiidin!j[ m.irts for huiiinu flesh, established in your 
towns and \iil:i;M-s, that the slaver who supplies them is but 
your ao-ent ; :md \vhi!(; he recounts to you his horrif)Ie ad- 
ventures — of hurd>;in(ls witiiout a moment's warninn- torn 
from the wives of their bosom, and loaded with chains and 
driven like c ittle lor a thousand miles, on the hicrh-wavs 
of this Christian land; of the wify and mother, in the 



plircnzy of separation, calling on lioavrn and earth to re- 
store to her the hiirihand and children of iier love, and to 
blast the wretch w ho is tearinir luir iVoiii lliein lorevcr ; 
now standiiii!^ hel'ore you in the stiline^-s of (l(^s[)air, the 
tear, started hy tlie memory of former joys, iiuml)le as they 
vvcrf\ conr.-inc" its way down her worn and liam^'ard checks'? 
Have you s^een this, and has not conscience, .stin(?d and 
sepulchred as it has almost heen, still wrunij^ from you the 
ftiient ackno\vie{li.-ment, //•/.>• /s /;;// irorf: / When you arc 
c'lstinff in vour contrihiitions to provide for 1 lie distrihutioii 
of the r»ii>Ie in lorei;/n liinds, what aro yonr leelinnrs on 
recollectim^ that yon withhold it iVf)m your ' (tn!iir.<ti.c r/;-- 
r/r,' whose peace ami fjiii(;tn(^ss so mueii concern you? 
And docs it cheer you, wiiilc prayini^ f<ir tiie heathen oi 
distant climes, to liave *he idi^a ris(5 n[) h.'^fore your rninfis, 
tiiat you are, as I'ar as in you lies, maiulaininj; here in your 
own count rv, at voiir own doors, in vour own fjunilies, a 
system wh.ieh i;i om: monlli hriui^s inio Ix'Sie^', rears and 
conducts to (loath, niori; ho;it hen ihan tiiaii uW Christendom 
has reclaimed lVo:;i liii'ir idols and their vie;'s, hy the vA~ 
(orts. the exj)>"iidil uri^s niid the sacrihces of i-itv \ears? 

in the stiihiess tif the cvouln.^- wiiiUt M^ur jr/:ifr fanjilv 
arc ass(^mb!od arjsimd (jirl's altar, and nn) ri'isiei' the sontf 
of praise or ijiiiiie;'; iii th'* |.r:;v(T oi" l";iiih, docs the somul 
of the overs?.'f;r's I;;-"], <»r the distaiit ery of hi- viciini sut- 
r(:)rin!X tiii^ jxeialu o( an i:!ioxf'cute{l ta-k, iiihise U'rvor in- 
to your jjeri; ion->, or add richiK.'ss to your svrr.jilionies ? Or, 
when on tlie lioly Sabhath, for iiie relVev-iiment uf your 
own souls, you freqeent tr.e ph'ice wh(!re (<od's honor dweil- 
eth, docs it add I'li','! to the fire of yom* d(,'V(>tions, to know 
that your twenty, fifty, or it may he, your one hiuidred 
slaves, worn down hy the lalnors of the hy-o-oue week, arc 
dozing .away their tinie in their hovels, or roaming over the 
country like vagabonds, with no one, not even tiiose who 
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claim tlioir f^uardiaiisliip hy providential allot inmt, to c;uc 
for ihoir .souls ; nnd that there is not present one to recv/ive 
with you the hh^ssinirs of n tiiue aud place so hallowed? 
And when you are roc(!ivin:r ihe sacred emblems of Chrirst's 
!)0(iy ,aii(l hlood, yf)ur soids hanipieiini.^ at the lahh^ of liis 
love; at one moment oielted ifjto ttNirs at the recollection 
of his suHViriiius for you^ at the next swelling out witli tlio 
joys, nnullerabie yet irrej)ressil>le, of his irreat salvation, 
does it fjever rush like the sudden 'pang of death to yout- 
bf)pes, that you are join(!d hand in liand wit'n oj-jpre.^^^ors 
who have pow<^r, dL-liberately, willfnily, and this too, for 
tlie (fold v.'hose rust shall e.it vour ilesli as fn-e, to wiihholfi 
from your ' rn^i^hhors ' around you all knowh^dge of thai 
salvation, all p irlicipatlon in its hopes and all the exulta- 
tion of its joys ? 

\ kjiow how tliis carreer on your minds alT;!cts tlio most 
conscientious among you. Therefore, of such I conrideiii- 
ly ask, if !iui oppr(.!Ssion of th(; colored r;ice among yoii, 
as you prarthc il^ is not an undyiijg worm, .gnawing, (L'sy 
and ni^'lit, into the v(u*v core of your reli^jious euioynjcnts: 
25nd if vou do not find, however j/'jod and ventle wlioii 
compared with olhers yon may he, in t lie tr(,'a( mciit of your 
slaves, that slavery, as it exisLs in youro\ui ' domestic cir- 
cle ' day n!t.(T day, and hoiu* afier hour, is di.^tiiling its 
odious and filthy poison into your otlirrwiso pure; arid s;)ir' 
itual cuj) ? And how can it i)e otherwise u hllst (to u -c 
the edoquent larjguagc of anollier) you are makinu; ?//f.'n 
proprrfy, God's iiuage merchaiid sinking to the level 
of hrutes Ixjin^^s ranked and r(^"^i-tered hv God a little 
lower than the .angels, wrestifiii; froin their riiriitful own- 
ers ihi) h'gacies wdiich tiunr Maker has !)e(|ii''.^ii hed them, 
inalienable birthright-endowmeiits, exchanii;ed for no 
equivalent, unsurrendered by volition and nnforfeited by 
crime — breaking open the sanctuary of human rigiits and 
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makinnr its sacred tilings common pliindor — driving to the 
sh.'imblcs J'jliovah'.s imnge herded with ibiir-Pjoted beasts 
and creeping things, and bartering for vilo du.-ft the pur- 
chase of ;i Redeemer's blood and the living members of 
his body ? How can it be otlierwiso, whilst you are main- 
taining a system which derides the sanctity witli which 
God inve.-ls \.\\c domestic rtdations. annihilates marriai^c, 
luiikes void parental aatiiority, uiiliihes tilial obligation, 
iiiviies the violation of chastity by deiiying it legid protec- 
tion, thus bidding God sj)ecd to lust as it riots at noon-day 
friorying in the immunities oi' law? Are you looking for 
rat pear (• that is promised to tiiem {n'lo lurr iJod'.^ 
lam, whilst, in defiance all the liglit God has given you, 
you maintain a system which stamps as a cr'nr.c obedience 
to tiio command, ^ Se;irch the scriptures,' repeals ihe J({w 
of fore, abrogates the 'golden rule/ exacts hboi' without 
recompense, authorizes the forcible sunth^ring of kindred, 
and cuts oiV forever from tl^*^ pursuit of Inppiness? Do 
you hope for the * peace " w-hich tlie Saviour left his follow- 
ers, whil^^t you persist in a course whiefi prohibits the ac- 
jjuisition of knowledge l>y tlm terror of penalties, eclipses 
intellect, stilles the native instincts of ti:e hc.irf,, precipi- 
tates in death, damps the upward asoirations of the spirit, 
startles its victims with present perils, peo[>les the hiture 
with apprehended horrors, |)alsies the moral sense, whelms 
in despair, and ' kills the soui 

If slavery is now desjjoiling you of your Cliristian peace 
and polluting your spiritual enjf,^. mcnts ; if it is rendering 
you not only ino.fhciont, but by your example ir? jurious, in 
the great work of evangeli'/ing tlie world ; if, ju fine, it 
has so corrupted the church that she is bfjinning to re- 
ceive as one of her dogmas, that the bitterest form of op- 
pression known to the world may not be displeasing to 

God, or opposed to his word, it would seem almost useless 

3 
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to look to any other quarter whatever for its benefits. Eut 
lest it shoukl be supposed we woukl witlihold what you 
micrht refrard as benefits, we will brini^r into brief review 
such of them as may be Qj-^xWqaX political — their connection 
with the great principles of our government, and the cause 
of universal freedonu 

When we were in our utmost need, strainini^ not only 
to produce united action among ourselves, but ior the 
good opinion and sympathy of the world, we proclaiiiicd 
as a truth fundamental to all rrovernments, that ' all men 
arc created eciuai, and possess riglits that are inalienable 
to their lives, their liberty, and the pursuit of hap[)iness.' 
At tliis you have jeered — you liave baptised it ' a vlietor- 
ical flourisl) ; ' you have ridiculed it, as well as the distin- 
guished revolutionary statesman who fn;st conceived and 
published it, and you have, from the time of its promulga- 
tion till now, lived down, and continue to live down, as 
much as in you lies, this great truth, without whicli our 
government is no longer worthy of a serious elTort for its 
preservation. 

What has slavery, acting through the south, done for 
tlie freedom of speech and of the press, tliosc great con- 
servatives of our jrovernment ? I will tell vou : She has 
used tlie refinements of metaphysics and the delusions of 
sophistry to explain away the obvious meaning of consti- 
tutional provisions cnaQted for their preservation ; she has 
claimed for herself the peculiar favoritism of the Consji- 
tution of the United States ; she has reared herself aloft 
on a bloody throne, demanding, with lash in hand, of states 
fiovereiirn as herself, that all their rio-hts should bou- in 
submission to her and * do her reverence,' that lier dig- 
nity must be regarded as a thing too holy to be handled ; 
and that these common rights of the people be restrained 
lest her sacred mysteries be profaned by men of * unclean 
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lips ; ' and the secret things of her penctraUa be exposed 
by freenieu to the rude gaze of a vulgar world. 

"What has it done for the security of the citizens under 
tlie Constitution and laws of the land ? You shall hear : 
She lias mocked at Constitutions and laws; she has raised 
lip tribunals unknown and opposed to thcni both ; slie has 
instituted inquisitions and invested them with power to 
execute punisliments, not only of disgrace, but even unto 
death; she has set aside the trial by jury, and freemen of 
our country iiavc been apprehended on suspicion, and 
without any charge of crime known to the laws,, they have 
been shamefully treated; they have been ignominiously 
scourged, as slaves are scourged; and they have been ex- 
ecuted on the boughs of your trees, whilst the once sacr.ed 
appeal, 'lam an American citizen,^ has been drowned by 
the deafening shouts of a law-contemning rabble. 

She has offered large rewards for the forcible and felon- 
ious abduction of some of the most worthy citizens of 
other States, for the exercise of rights guaranteed to them 
by the constitutions under which they live, and by her own 
also. 

She has preferred indictments and had tliem returned 
frat hills, against the citizens of other governments, who 
have never been within her jurisdiction ; who are not 
bound on any principle, to possess a knowledge of her 
laws, merely, that she might have a pretence to get them 
into her power. You assert, they have violated your laws ; 
yet you have offered no proof by the publication of a sin- 
gle statute. Until you do this, it is fearlessly aflirmcd that 
they have not violated a single statute of a southern state, 
for which tiicy could be convicted by an honest and im- 
partial court and jury. 

The south allege, that the opposers of slavery excite 
their slaves to discontent and insurrection. You li^ive had 
no Hisurrcction of which you have condescended to give 
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the proof. It is cojifidenlly said, that you are unable, by 
evidence of a credible character, to connect any abolition- 
ist witli any actual or meditated insurrection, either by his 
personal agency, or by means of any anti-sKavery publica- 
tions. Oil tlie contrary, liave gone to ihe north, and 
by your personal agency, and your publications, have 
stirred up the disorderly and the lawless of the cities to re- 
peated insurrections against the constitutions and laws of 
several of the states ; you have forcibly prevented the peo- 
ple from ^ peaceably assembling/ and discussing the propri- 
ety of ' petitioning the government for a redress of griev- 
ances ; ' you have violated the constitutional ' riglit of the 
people, to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and ef- 
fects from unreasonable searches and seizures;' you have 
excited your instnu'nents to war against associations of uii- 
olfending and respectable females. ; to traniplc under their 
unl\alio\ved feet, in the person of an American citizen, the 
most sacred immunities of law, and to shout tlieir herce tri- 
umphs over constitLitional rights, and to celebrate their foul 
orgies in the face of day, and almost in the vestibule of the 
venerated cradle of liberty.'' 

But this is not all. You have threatened the nortii wilii 
a cessation of friendly intercourse — to bar out her teachers, 
and her ministers of religion ; to put in practice an intoler- 
able system of imlividuai espoinage ; you have appealed to 
her avarice ; you have taunted her with meanness: you 
have flouted her for her mercenary spirit, and have insuitir.g- 
]y boasted, that sooner than lose the profits of your com- 
merce, the factorage of your sugar hogsheads ami your cot- 
ton bales, she would unite with you in the persecution of 
her own citizens, and readily surrender in tlie persons of 
abolitionists, rights, which their forefathers * pledged their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor ^ to defefid. 

More than this ; you have set up yourself on high, ai 
in the tone of superiority, issued your mandate to the fr 
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{itales, thai llicy touch not slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia^ tliat tlioy petition not their representatives in Congress 
to remove from the purlieus of the capitol this shame and 
dislionor of our nation; you demand, that the Union be 
surrendered into your power, to be eviscerated of all that 
in e>.-:^ential to its vitality, personal security,, the right of 
asseiniilijjg })e:iceably and petitioning for a redress of griev- 
ances, the freedom of the press and of speech, &c. &c., 
under the pentilty of its destruction, should your demand 
be resisted. 

All these things, so far as they were practicable, you 
have done. The facts, and the shame of your exulting in 
tlicm, ha\e been bruited through the I;uu.l, till they are 
' famiiiar as household words.' What remains to be done, 
you are laboring to accomplish, by the strongest means in 
your power — by your legislators, your judiciary, and by 
holdiiig out, in the shape of rewards, temptations for en- 
tering your service, to the most unprincipled, prolligate 
and r.'ipacious of our population. Such a course of con- 
duct would be looked upon, even by a semi-barbarous peo- 
ple, as monstrous ; and, were the proof not before them, 
ahnost as fabulous and pertaining to a state of society still 
more primitive. Judge, then, with what an honest indicr- 
nation it must be viewed, by a civilized and a Christian 
])eople ; by a people yet free; to whom all the righis you 
Imve so often and so insultingly trampled on are still pre- 
cious, ;nul by whom, those you yet demand to liave sur- 
ren.dered to you, are considered as indispensal>le to their 
happiness and their existence as a community ! And what 
recompense do you propotsc to them for a relinf}uislnnent 
of their rights as a people? None — absobitely none. 
But surely some f^reat advantarre will accrue io ^/ourselves 
sou'ie signal and endurimr benefit will be secured \o vou 
and your posterity from such a sacrifice of principle. And 
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wlmi is it? No more than this—that you rnay coiUiaue 
to sell and buy your fellosv-crealures, as merchandize, and 
live in ease, nnd in splendor^ on your neighbor's toil with- 
out wages. Is it any thing more than this ? Is not this, 
and thi,^ only, the very pith and marrow of your desires, 
that you may be permitted, without one chock of con- 
science, to maintain a system directly hostile to tiie gre;\{ 
foundation principle of our government; one that is palsy- 
ing iicr moral power and bringing dishonor upon her ii^ 
the eyes of her civilized peers ; that has alreaily jcoparih- 
ed, and is still, more and more, daily jeoparding our iulcg- 
rity as a nation ; which sets at dchance the Almighsy. 
wiio has invariably pursued it with his curse, demonstrate 
ed in tlic corruption and elTemination of every people who 
have persisted in maintaining it? 

And now, gentlemen, it may be, that your objections to 
my ?}za<zn/?r of telling you the truth, may very naturaliy 
lead me to the consideration of the mean:> used by the- 
abolitionists lor accomplishing tlieir object. I'his reply 
having already extended to a greater length than i woul(i 
wish, were I able to ernl)ody th.o same matter in a smaller 
compass. I will, oi.\ this concluding topic, be as brief as 
its nature and importance will allow. Suller mo to pre- 
mise a single remark — one which, I doubt not, in its ap- 
plication to other subjects, you will admit to. be correct- 
that the manner of enforcing the truth does by no means 
excuse lliose to wdiom it is addressed from the oblinration 
which the knowledge of it imposes. All men who arc 
cncraiyed in a course of life for wliich their consciences 
have arraigned and condemned them, time after time, but 
who, witli a full determination to persist, have drugged i'i 
with opiates,, till it has fallen asleep, and has been chain- 
ad, are pleased with a gentle manner, with the slightest 
tap at the door of its cell. They will bear and cheerfully 
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too, any pleasing sounds which will but soothe its slumber. 
i?ut if we come in the spirit of John, who reproved an 
incestuous tyrant for his sin, or of Ilini who said, * If thy 
right eye olibnd thee, pluck it out' — ' If thy riglit liand 
oiicnd tlico, cut it oQ'/ ^i"'*^^ rudely stave in tiie door^ and 
with rattling peals of thunder rouse up its slumbering ten- 
ant, strikino- oil' his chains, and o'ivincr him full enliirtTe- 
inent, with commands to execute his savinof ofHces, forth- 
with it is said, ' He hath a devil.' Now, if you will bear 
it, the abolitioinst^ who lias roused your sleeping con- 
science, and turned it loose unchained, has not the devil. 
During the snug and dormouse sleep of conscience, this 
same devil witli his confederates, had entered the apart- 
ments shivery had provided for him — finding them empty, 
swept and garnished, he had taken up his abode in them 
an,d was quietly, yet eliectually, doing liis destructive 
deeds. T!ii>i is he who is fired with rage, and alarmed for 
his safety, and wlio makes such mighty outcry at seein<y, 
free and unlettered, his great adversary, Covsa'cncCj GoiVii 
vicegerent, clothed in his pou^r, exultin(T in Bis mio-jit 
and, like a giant refreshed with wiue, sweeping to his re- 
venge.* 

But we will proceed to particularize objections: 
1, You allege that the anti-slavery publications are 
* incmdianj^ — meaning by this, that they are designed^ by 
abolitiouists, and that they do actvaUy laid to excite the 
slaves to insurrection against tlieir masters. If such was 
really their purpose, they pursue the most unwise means 



* A very ancient barber, who had handled many an hnnorod rcvoIiitionarT 
hoad, was somotiinoF, railed lo poi-ibrm iiis professional oll'ice.s on that of 
tho veiiorablc Dr. Smith, President of rrincelon College. He held the 
Dr. \n the highesit poyrjible respect — except in his momenta of intoxication. 
"When the lit was on him, and he was staggering about the street, if th» 
Br. came in sight, he was charjred with doing the very things which tkt 
barber was enacting, 'i'ijc applicutiou I leave to you. 



for its »'iccomj)lisliinent. Acting as ahcy (io, witli tlii^} ac- 
fciipi Ijclb5(? lliciii — in addition to tlie names of * I'analic.-'j ' 
and * iiiccndiarirs,' yo liberally bestowed on ilicm, tlipv 
could easily c,'siabli:^li th(jir claim to tli(3 ytill more luicnvj.. 
able on(; of ' HmjIs.' ]>ut K.'t aslt of yon, in al! hobor- 
ar.(l cbrisiian cliarity, to con.ridor tlie rea^•ol^s I ylmi; 
n;ivo to provo the total ipiprobabilily ofi^uclj a design 
inir indii!ij{M} by tlio aboliiioni.-^t.s : 

1. 'J'l)(.'ir |/finci[d(..\s ;is ihry iiavc avowed the?)] are, as I 
said in a pr(!C(Miinir pnrt of ibis answer, oppo.scd to vio- 
lence and war, even for llio attainment of rJq/it. Their 
con.-^cientions adlierence.to them tliey have evinced in llic 
many fiery trials to whicli they have recently been called 
— iii tiio abii.so and dangers to which their persons and 
their lives liavc! been exposed, and in the nnex;i?nplcd per- 
secution:-; (Hm- this day and country) whicli the (ierce spirit 
of hioijthern slavery has roused \w against them even at 
tlieir mvn doors, 

2. navin^f f)r their o!>joct, not only the ( mcfncipaliiia 
of the ^laves^ but \\\v.\t hantr'nc^.i — to be secured, nndcr 
(jod, bv ii!lei!eet!!al and rrli^'ious i!ni)iovenu?nt — thev are 
0])poscd !'> all violence on tiieir part, knowing that it would 
end only in their ntter extc^rminntion, or in a L-till basf-r 
and more lK>j)eless subjection of the .survivors. 

'Vh'"/ raniu)t have, a;s a body of men, any purpose 
peculiar to them, of a stdfi-h character, to secure — i)cirig' 
foU'id of ahuost e'v;'ry r(d!L',ious denomination, of everv 
pollti<-ai party, of evc-ry a:xe and ])nrsnit, niuJ coiidition 
in life — i'aimers, ^nechaii ii;^, manulacturers, merchaiils, 
prcacherii, jloctors, lawyer.-, vV-c. 

4, They a{!dre>s.'< ]ioihin;.; tr^ flie slaves — rhe class to be 
excited — b'jt all to the !]]a.^fers, agaiiislwhom insurrectioiL 
is to l)e excited. I'hi?, for such a purpose, Viould be a 
course too iuclVably stupid, even lor the iiii.dt-|)res6ure fan- 
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nticism of the Jiholitiojiists, Ix^cnnse it |)ijl.s tin? vvliole of 
tlio oxcilinijf in.'itcriul into tlic liaiuiri of tliose iiiiere^iUMl to 
destroy it. 

r>. Tlio irlaves arc nnnhio to road. Of tl'.o 'iOD^OOO 
slaves now j)r()l)ably in Alahaini), 1 coulidciitly vr'iiture 
the a.'ii^cj'tion, tlial llirro are not '200 who c:im read inidcr^ 
^t(tn(li)>i^hf a single tract ]>ul)i;r-h(>d at the atiti-.^Iavery of- 
fice. The ])nhru'.atioiis, .^<o far as the rrtuHnir is eoiieern- 
cd, wotdd he as h;irrn!ess, if se;itt(M-('(l ihrouirh your p:irh)r«, 
and on your sofas, and v<:nr tahh's, ;is s;) nianv treat iscs un 
astronoiny or ]direnoh)Lry. Ah! but yon exchinn, ' '.i'he 
piclnrey ! the j)ictin'(^s! Ti-p.-e are what will niachlcn the 
slave and ronse hinnn) lo fnrv." And (h.) yon hriii-ve that 
the bare wo<K!-cnt r( j)r{ >i nfaiion of ovrr.-ccr jloij^in'v 
some two or three erniiehin^i shaves, v.ili j>ro(hiee such 
an effect, when the r/rWV///, v. itiK-sed many tinies a day, 
on the iarire phmtations, fiids lo do ii. ? Or, that ti:e pit^ 
iurr of a le.nn in chains — snr h a.s tliat to which W ifiti ier's 
tliriiiiiM apperd to his cnnntry is a(t.::ch<'d, ;i lr\v lines of 
which. .1 have bcfori! (i!.if)tr»i ; or oi" a (Iran' of their fc!- 
low-suderers nriiri! on in fcticM's and h.and-cnifs to .-oniC 
more distant siiainhlcs al<>ii>.i- tiie liiifhwavs, and without 
any attempt at concridiiimit — (h> y«'n, 1 ^ay, h('!i(.ve that 
f?nch a siirht /// picftir-r \vf)n!d prodnct.' a findous ont-hrc-ilc, 
wlien the i'onnm>n!i('>- ol th-e lh.in:i ii.-elt', has hr()!!'.vi,t. 
slaves to i<)(d\ nn it with entire c<)mj)()^nre and ii.dilii r- 
cnce ? \V'liatev(?r the mass of shiveholdcrs ni.^iy believe, 
the Intfliignit anion:,^ you do not btdieve it. Tlicy know- 
there is no philosophy in it, any niore than thrre would 
be, were yon trying to roust.' uj) a friend to prop^^n* efiorts 
to relieve ifnnself and fainilv Irorn the ills of ])overtv, in 
presenting btdbre l)ini the picture of the dis he w a:s suiler- 
ing; or iu holding up a drowning man, tiiat he might be 
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iudiicfd to put forth still greater exertions, the picture of 
u rn;in at .straws. 

il A<lniiitir»L': I lie .slaves were all al)le to read, lliey would 
fund ill the ant,i».slavery jjuhlieaiioiis to encourii'.rG 

tlieni to II vindir^aiioii of their iKJtnral riirlits l,)V force. 'J'licv 
woidd find on niiiiiy of llie covers lollie tracts, ^c.,snch.siii- 
iruhir stiinidants to insurrection as tite followin<r taken from 
the fliird A 1 1 Ich; of tlie Con.^titulion oftlie A nierican Anii- 
kSla very IS<j'»: iefy , and repeated in almost all the constitution.^ 
of her a!J.\ili:iri(.!S — * Tiiis Society will never, in any w;iv, 
comitt'!!au<.".(^ t he opj)res^ed in vindicatini,^ their rii^hti; hv re- 
sort iui^ to physical force. ^ In tiie multiplied tales, fabri« 
cated ir, eoutiect aholilionists with the recent servile 
tiinndis^ wh( thrr re;d or imaginary, of the South, there has 
]>v.(:\\ no ;-)/'/^','/'^ so fir as 1 kjiow, of any eHecl having been 
})r!>duc('(l in exciting tl)0!u l>y any of the anti-idavery pub- 
lic.nl ioii<. iS'or did even Alurrll^ whons, udthout any elcc- 
t:o!! o!) oiir part, you luive iinjK)sed on tlie coinn'omity ris 
J^!)n(;J';x .M<'siuiu:^ of al! abolitionists, nor Jiny of ids con- 
fcdnr.'itcs iliiiik so liigldy of them as to u.«e thern for 
agrnts, iiowcver snhordinato, in furrliering tlseir nefariouf 
]) 1 n 1 1 . '\\ ) o n c 1 ! ! d e t h i s | ) a r t o f t h e s i d >je c t , t h e re a re cx- 
c<'(.'di]!i.';y if tnn/ well authenticated instances of ami- 
slavery ou l.-i!ciitioiis heinc^ fouiid iij the hands of the .^^lave 
populaiion ; nonr, iS th(;ir havini£ any aizency in ])rodu(> 
i;ig the hiie ahirfus in the slave states, and of any 

inciid.'er of anti-slavcrv association, ii;ivi?5<r had, eitlier 
diiTcilv or iiidirecllv, any a^a'ncy in nroducini'* llif^'^t 
ala 

jjiit again : t licr a "holii icjuists call hard uauios that canaoi 
bo bon.ic. Now, it. is very true, and we all are witnes.-e:^ 
how difiicidt. il is to l.)ear their application to ourselves. 
Yet tlic} (.Might not to ihro\v off its centre anv well-regu- 
lated !uind. If chariKHl ialselv, \vc should most rjciieKilb' 



{]\>re.c^i\T(\ it, and Hoc domn the falsoluxxl. If truly, wc 
?lioiikl 1)0 adiiioiiislied (/Ws c.v/ ah Itostc docvri) to reform 
that [>:irl ofoiir life which lia.s brought the bafl nniric tipoii 
U5. »Sure it i.s, however, ifthc balance be .struck l)etweeii 
al)olitioiii.-ts and tlieir opposcrs, tlie I alter will i)e lound to 
iiavo overpaid them, in an amount so great, and in a coin 
so ])iire, and .so thoroughly unadulterated with the alloy of 
moderation, or respect, or restraint, th;vt it:s repayment 
nuist l)e utterly and forever despaired of. ]lo\vever, to a 
brief answer to tlie objection. 

'I'here were, doubtless, in tlie days of Paul, a class of 
men well described as * meis-stealers.' The Meditera- 
ncaii, and the smaller seas coiniected witii it, were irrcat- 
ly iiifesled by pirntr.^, an important branch of wiiose busi- 
ness w;is iN/fn-.^fralini*-. Whenever they were able to 
overpower a village or settlement, and itear the coast, 
they sci/.cd on the iidiabitants, reduced theiii to bonds, 
u!id sold th(uu in other lands for slaves. So formidable 
iiad they become in the time of Pompey the .':r(;at, that liis 
Mtlogist, Cicero, in one of his most labored and elo(pient 
orations, makes it ground of high j)raise, \n recounting 
i\)inpt y's merits as a comm.inder, that iic had conducted 
to a fortunate conclusion t!ie piraliral ivcfr. It may have 
l)ccn to such piratical man-stealers that the apostle especi- 
ally rc((ure<i. ft is true, he does not mention v.h a class, 
<ll.sli!ict from t!:e actual kidnappers, those who became the 
•Viirclia ^ers, aiid the iiolders, and users, through life, of their 
iolluw-iisen thus reduced to bondai^e. Vv'e are left to con- 
jec'iire as t(» the probability tiiat his bold and honest 
niind did liol; discern any real dilfesencc, and that lie had 
ml pen ;i rated to tlie prevailing distiiicti<iii of our more 
cnhi^o.icned aL^e, which makes such wide discrimination 
hctweeu {lie gudt of the original captors and tliat of the 
very unfortunate gentlemen on whom the * entail' has 
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fallen. He may have ^ught as you would, in a case 
where one of your half- negroes breaks into your meat- 
house at midnight, and iter satisfying his present hunger, 
sells the surplus Ljoil to an unworthy white neighbor — the 
latter knowing that the meat was stolen, Uerej you hesi- 
tate not to stigmatize the purchaser, by the same name 
you would use in describing the actual rog;;e, and to as- 
sign to him, as v/ortliy of it, disgrace and punishment pro- 
portioned to the elevation of his intelligence above that of 
the slave. Yet, he was not the — he only took, re- 
tained, and used — and this, in all probality , too, after liav- 
ing paid for it — property sloh^n from its ricrhtful owner. 
But no one would be thouoht uncharitable under any code 
of ctliics with which I am acfjuabited, who should, in 
speaking of the purchaser as connected with tlris transac- 
tion, describe liisn as a Ihi/f] or his children as thieves, if 
llicy were to permit tlie stok^n property to l)e ^entailed' 
on them, or to use it as their own with a full knowlcdn-e 
of the circumstances under \vhicli it was introduced ialo 
the fan-5iiy. And for lliis very sim|)le reason — the moral 
turpitude contracted is as groat in tiie one case as in the 
other; the ciraimbtancns of tlieir oiTcnces di(]^3r, but tlic 
suJij('('i'7naUn\ the i^uLdaricc of them is the same. How- 
ever necessary it tnay be for the pu.r}X)ses of judicial iii- 
Testii^atioii to make a distinction in descril)inn- the two 
offences — in itwraJs there is none called for; they are both 
thici'('.-< of tiie same cn-ade.* 

Will you not fmn it {lilhcult on applying the same moral 
code to tlie man-ste;»ler and tlie man-buyer, to arrive at a 
diiferent conclusion as to their comparative cnnlf? I will 
merely state the case, leaving you to make the applica- 



* For tlu; sake of the argument, I liuve supposed the slave to have no right 
ii9 the stolon property. 
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tion. A poor sans culottes her- • .en prince, on the coast 
of Africa — sny for instance, * K r Joe Harris,' or ' Lon(| 
Peter,' with some fifty or sixty fol wers in the satne trim 
v;ith their IcifTO lords, as to their oatw.rrd man, inlhimed 
Vvitii rum, bedazzled by a few beads and trinkets; equip- 
ped with mnsket, powder and ball, pike and cntlass, pur- 
chased bv tl'.'e slaver nt a neiirhborinn; colony, sets upon 
his unsuspecting neighbors in the dead of nigl'it — -kills the 
old and llie resistiu'T; overpowers t]"ie weak, and delivers 
them in chains to their institptor ; he, to tlie civilized, the 
educated, the enrrrhtened American, who, within the 
sound of tlie bell that calls him to hear God's messages of 
woe — if tiicy were but preached — against tlie oppressor of 
his brother — buys, retains, and uses for his ovv'n advan- 
tage, well knowing tlie manner in W'hich the spoil came 
into the slaver's hands. Now, tell ino, where, in morals, 
is the diflercnce in amount of guilt ? Does the grratcr 
lie on the untaught African, or on tlie refined American? 
— Shall ti\c heathen be denounced as the man-stenler — 
the intermediate a^enLS have beancd on him all the foul 
names that ianiiuao-e can (brji;e, whilst he who consnrn- 
mates tlie wliole transaction, Vv^itliout whom the plunder of 
his fellow-man could not be contsn.ued a siivc^le vcar, i:^ 
looked upon ;is entitled to our most delicate regards, our 
tenderest sympathies ; in fme, as a very unfortunate, yet 
as a very interestinn; and christian {jcntleman ? Is tliis 
the judgment according to God's standard? I speak, as 
unto wise men — indite ye. 

A few w^ords more, and T have done. The South say, 
they will liave no argument on the subject of slavery. 
Why not? Does it not concern them? Do they not un- 
derstand it? Have they nothing to lose by a wrong, and 
nothing to save bv a ricflit dcci?:ion ? Has a docrp-ed sni- 

lenness beset them — and do ihev suppose that this ^viil 

1 
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arrest the inquisition now making by the people of this 
nation into this abuse inveterated by two hundred years 
of disgraceful duration ? Strange resolve 1 Strange ex- 
pectation ! Persisted in, nothing could furnish stronger 
evidence of ilnit dan cni at ton in a community, which, it is 
said, is the forerunner of its destruction. Already is the 
subject of slavery infixed on the minds of the ylmer'/ca72 
people. JJccrct ieihalts aruiido — you might as well com- 
mand the lungs not to inhale the surrounding atmosphere 
for which nature made them, and by whose inspirations 
they perform their functions, as the public mind not to 
welcome a discussion, so well fitted to call forth its ener- 
gies and engage its noblest powers. Neither Southern 
legislation, dictated by passion and written in blood — nor 
yet its most faithful execution — any more than the brick- 
bats and bludgeons and city mobs of the North, can ex- 
clude it. A decision idIU be made — it is with you to make 
it one of tremendous calamity — to yourselves; or one 
which shall raise this whole nation from her dishonorable 
dust, and show her to the world clothed in the garments of 
love, and honor, and mercy, and truth. Come, then, and 
like men, gird yourselves for the contest, and let it be one 
of reason and of mind — not of passion and abuse. On 
you, especially, devolves the duty of aiding in the invcs- 
ticration. You have an inexhaustible store of facts — vou 
profess, alone, to understand it, and make light of the pre- 
tensions of others. You cannot escape the guilt of a re- 
fusal. 1 invite you, without cost, to the use of the Fid' 
lanihropist. Through its columns your voice may be raised, 
and your arguments carried to the remotest corner of the 
land. 

To such of you as are called by the name of Christ, 
and through you to all others in the South, coming under 
the same description, I desire adectionately to address the 
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last words of this reply. You are brought, in God's pro- 
vidence, to a fearful crisis. Never, before, has it been 
with you as it is now. His light has chased the darkness 
that for two hundred years brooded over the American 
iTiind in relation to the oppression of our brother. The 
signs of the times give assurance that this sin is to be 
banished not only from our own country, but from the 
v/orld. It will be done by human instrumentality. In 
every crreat work of reform, on whom does God bestow 
the honor of beginning it ? On his Church. Of whom 
does he ask sacrifices of love ? Of his Church — of those 
for whom he has forgiven much. On whom does he call 
for leaders in his works of riffhteousness ? On' his Church ; 
on those for whom he gave his Son to die. Whom does 
he summon to take the first step, though it call for self- 
denial, and be beset with peril even unto death? His 
Church — those to whom he said ' nothing shall harm you.* 
Yet you refuse : — -you not only refuse, but you stand in 
ihe breach, beating back the friends of righteousness, with 
the very influence God bestowed on you to be used only 
in warfare for Him. And what is your excuse? li will 
ruin the country — immcdiatt righteousness iviU dcso laic the 
South, and convert its rich fields into heathen deserts. Is 
this plea true? Has God ever required righteous action 
from any people and left them to suffer for their obedi- 
ence? All history says, No. But, admit it to be true, 
and that you are brought to suffer in your estate, to have 
your ease broken in upon, and your temporal enjoyments 
curtailed. What of that ? Granted the condition is a bad 
one. But one, infinitely worse is, to live and to die in the 
perpetration of a sin, against which God has, more than 
against any other, uttered his hot displeasure, and to ap- 
pear with it, unrepented of, at his judgment seat. Will 
you, can you venture your soul's salvation there, on this 
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])}ca — tliat, breaking the bands of slavery which you have 
laslened on your brother, will injure you in your circum- 
vStanccs, or tliat you will be under the necessity of romov- 
inir, wilii your fan-iiiies, to some niore Northern clime, less 
L'eniui to your health and luibits? You cannot, as a 
Ciirislian, you know you dare not — nay, you know it would 
be better lor you at once to surrender your clain^i oi pro- 
ycrty in 'the widows, the latherless, the stranger, and the 
j)oor ' to them, its rightful owners; to abandon your plan- 
tations, and all the apparatus for their culture, w'ith your 
crops of cotton, and rice, and sugar, as spoil to your hrsl 
.successors, and ily for a residence to tlio coldest regions 
of the North, than die, defying the Abnighty in this thing. 

That the Lord may accompany the foregoing remarks 
with his blessing, and make them instrumental in the ad- 
vancement of his glory on eartli — of your best interests, 
and those of our country, is the earnest desire of you/ 
friend and fellow-citizen. 

JAMES G. BIRNEY. 

Cincinnati; Dec. 9, 1S35, 
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To the President of the United States : 

Sir, — In your message to Congress of the 7'ih instant^ 
are the following passages : * I must also invite your at- 
tention to the painful excitement produced in the South j 
by attempts to circulate through the mails, inflammatory 
appeals, addressed to the passions of the slaves, in prints 
and in various sorts of publications, cakuJaied to stiimdatc 
than to insurrection, and prod^ice all the horrors of a ser- 
vile war. There is, doubtless, no respectable portion of 
oar countrymen, who can be so far misled as to feel any 
other sentiment than that of indignant regret, at conduct 
so destructive of the harmony and peace of the country, 
and so repifgnant to the principUs of our national coin- 
pact, and to the dictates of hmnaniiy and religion' You 
remark, that it is fortunate that the people of the North 
have ' given so strong and impressive a tone to the senti- 
ments entertained against the proceedings of the misguid- 
ed persons who have engaged in these imconstitiitional and 
wicked attempts' And you proceed to suggest to Con- 
gress, ' the propriety of passing such a law as will pro- 
hibit, under severe penalties, the circulation in the South- 
ern states, through the mails, of incendiary publications, 
intended to instigate the slaves to insurrection.' 

A servile insurrection, as experience has shown, in- 
volves the slaughter of the whites, without respect to sex 

or age. Hence, sir, the purport of the information you 

4* 
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liavc communicated to Congress, and to the world, is, that 
there arc An"icric;in cilii^ens who, in yiohilion of the die- 
talcs of humanity and religion, liavc engaged in unconsti- 
UUional and wicked attempts to circulate, through tlie 
maiis, inilammatory appeals, addrc-ssed to the passions of 
liic slaves, and whicli appeals, as is implied in the objecv 
of your proposed law, are Intended to stimulate the slaves to 
indiscriminate massacre. Recent events irresistibly coa- 
fuic the application of your remarks to the ofiicers and 
mcmijcrs of the American Anti-Slavery Society and its 
auxiliaries. 

On the -^Slh of Pvlarch, 1834, the Senate of the United 
States passed tlie following resolution : 

^Resolved, That the President, in relation to the pul.'- 
lie revenue, has assumed upon liimself authority and pow- 
er not conferred by the Constitution and lav/s, but in dcr- 
lOiiation of both.' 

On the 5lh of the ensuincr month, vou transmitted to 
that body vour solcnin protest ' aivuinst their decisioa. 
Instructed by your example, we now, sir, in behalf of l!ie 
Society, of wliich we are the constituted organs, and iti 
behalf of all who are associated with it, present to voa 
this, our ' solonjn protest'" against your grievous and an- 
fo u n {.] e d a c c u s a t i o n s . 

Should it be supposed, that in thus addressincr you, v.c 
are wanting in the respect due to your exalted station, 
vve Oiler, in our vindication, vour own acknowledgment to 
tb.e Senate: ' Subject only to tlie restraints of truth and 
justice, the free people of the United States have the un- 
doubted right as individuals, or collectively, orally, or in 
writiuLT, at such times and in such lanirnacre and form ar, 
tliey may think proper, to discuss his (the President'^) 
onicial conduct, and to express and promulgate their: 
opinions concerning it.' 
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111 tlie exercise of tliis * undoubted right,' we protest 
a(Tainst ihe judgment you have pronounced against the 
abolilioriists. 

Fir.'^t. Because, in rendering that judgment officially, 
you assumed a power not belonging to your office. 

You complained, that the resolution censuring your con- 
duct, ' tliough adopted by the Senate in its legislative ca* 
])acity, is, in its effect, and in its characteristics, essenti- 
ally judicial: And thus, sir, although the charges of 
which we complain were made by you, in your executive 
capacity, they are, equally with the resolution, essentially 
judicial. The Senate adjudged that your conduct was un- 
constitutional. You pass the same judgment on our 
efforts. Nay, sir, you go farther than tlic Senate. That 
body forbore to impeach your motives — but you have as- 
sumed the prerogatives, not only of a court of law, but of 
conscience — and pronounce our efibrts to be loickcd as 
well as unconstitutional. 

Secondly. We protest against tlic imhlicity you have 
given to your accusations. 

You felt it to be a Lnievance, tliat the charrre ao-ainst 
you v/as ^ spread upon tlie Journal of the Senate, publish- 
ed to the nation and to the world — made part of oui' 
enduring archives, and incorporated in the history of the 
age. The punishment of removal from oliice, and future 
disqualilication, does not follow the decision ; but the mor- 
al ivjluencc of a solemn declaration by a majority of the 
Senate, that the accused is guilty of the offence charrred 
upon him, has been as eifectually secured as if the like 
declaration had been made upon an impeachment express- 
ed in tlie same terms.' 

And is it nothing, sir, that we are officially charged by 
the President of the United States, with wicked and un- 
constitutional efforts, and with harboring the most execra- 
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bie intentions ; and, this too, in a document spread upon 
the Journals of both Houses of Congress, published to the 
nation and to the world, made part of our enduring ar- 
chives, and incorporated in the history of the age ? It is 
true, that although you have given judgment against us, 
you cannot award execution. We are not, indeed, sub- 
jected to the penalty of murder; but need we ask you, 
sir, what must be the moral injlucncco^ your declaration, 
that we have intended its perpetration ? 

Thirdly. We protest against your condemnation of 
us unheard. 

What, sir, was your complaint against the Senate? 
* Without notice, imhcardy and untried, I find myself 
charged, on the records of the Senate, and in a form un- 
known in our country, with the high crime of violating 
the laws and Constitution of my country. No notice of 
the cliarge was given to the accused, and no opportunity 
afforded him to respond to the accusation — to meet his 
accusers face to face — to cross-examine the witnesses— to 
procure counteracting testimony, or to be heard in his de- 
fence.' 

Had you, sir, done to others, as it thus seems you would 
that others should do to you, no occasion would have been 
given for this protest. You most truly assert, in relation 
to the conduct of the Senate, ' It is the policy of our be- 
nign system of jurisprudence, to secure in all criminal 
proceedings, and even in the most trivial litigations, a fair, 
unprejudiced, and impartial trial.' And by what author- 
ity, sir, do you expect such of your fellow-citizens as are 
known as abolitionists, from the benefit of this benign syf?- 
tern? When has a fair, unprejudiced, and impartial trial 
been accorded to those who dare to maintain that all men 
are equally entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness? What was the trial, sir, which preceded the 
judgment you have rendered against them ? 
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Fourthly, ^\'e protest against the vagueness of your 
charges. 

Wc cannot more forcibly describe tlie injustice you 
have done us, tlian by adopting your ov.n indignant re- 
monstrance, against \vhat you deemed similar injuslicc on 
the part of the vSenate, ' Some of the first princii)ies of 
natural right and enlightened jurisprudence, have been 
violated in tlie very form of the resolution. It carefully 
abstains from averring in which of the hue proceedings the 
President has assumed upon Ifunself authority and power 
not conferred by tlie Constitution and laws. V/hy was 
not the certainty of the oilence, the nature and cause of 
the accusation, set out in the uKinner required in the 
Constitution, before even the liumblest individual, for 
the smallest crime, can be exposed to condemnation '? 
Such a speciircation was due to the accused, that he might 
direct his defence to the real points of attack. A more 
striking illustration of the soundness and necessity of the 
rule which forbid vague and indcjhiite gencralliics, and 
require a reasonable certainty in all judicial allegations, 
and a more glaring instance of the violation of these rules, 
lias seldom been exhibited.' 

It has been reserved for you, sir, to exhibit a still more 
striking illustration of the importance of tliese rules, and 
a still more glaring instance of their violation. You have 
accused an indelinite number of vour fellow-citizens, vvitli- 
out designation of name or residence, of making uncon- 
stitutional and wicked efforts, and of harborintr intentions 
which could be entertained only by the most depraved and 
abandoned of mankind , and yet you carefully abstain from 
averring i67i/c/i Article of the Constitution they iiavo trans- 
gressed ; you omit stating wdien, where, and by whom 
these wicked attempts were made; you give no specifica- 
tion of the inilamiuatary appeals, which you assert liav^ 
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been addressed to the passions of the slaves. You well 
know that the ' moral influence ' of your charges will affect 
thousands and tens of thousands of your countrymen, 
many of them your political iriends — some of them here- 
tofore honored with your confidence — most, if not all of 
them, of irreproachable characters ; and yet, by the vary 
vagueness of your charges, you incapacitate each one of 
this multitude from proving his innocence. 

Fifthly. We protest against your charges, because 
ihcy are untrue. Surely, sir, the burthen of proof rests 
upon you. If you possess evidence against us, we 
are, by your own showing, entitled to ' an opportunity to 
cross-examine witnesses, to procure counteracting testi- 
mony, and to be henrd in [o2^r] defence.' You complain- 
ed that you had been denied such an opportunity, it was 
not to have been expected, then, that you would make the 
conduct of the Senate the model of your own. Conscious 
of the wrong done to you^ and protesting against it, you 
found yourself compelled to enter on your defence. You 
have placed us in similar circumstances, and wu proceed 
to follow your example : 

The substance of your various allegations may be em- 
bodied in the charge, that loc have attempted to circulate, 
through the mails, appeals addressed to the passions of the 
slaves^ calculated to stimulate them to insurrection^ and with 
the intention of producing a servile icar. 

It is deserving of notice, that the attempt to circulate 
our papers, is alone charged upon us. It is not pretended 
that we have put our appeals into the hands of a single 
slave, or that, in any instance, our endeavors to excite a 
servile war have been crowned with success. And in what 
way was our most execrable attempts made ? By secret 
agents, traversing the slave country in disguise, stealing 
by night into the hut of the slave, and there reading to 
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him our inflammatory appeals'? You, sir, answer this 
question by declaring, that we attempted the mighty mis- 
chief by circulating our appeals ^ through the mails ! ' 
And are the Southern slaves, sir, accustomed to receive 
periodicals by mail'? Of the thousands of publications 
mailed from the Anti-Slavery Office for the South, did you 
ever hear, sir, of one solitary paper being addressed to a 
slave ? Would you know to whom they were directed, 
consult the Southern newspapers, and you would find them 
complaining that they were sent to public oflicers, clergy- 
iTieii, and other influential citizens. Thus it seems we 
are incendiaries, who place the torch in the hands of him 
whose dwellings we would lire! We are conspiring to 
excite a servile war, and announce our design to the mas- 
ters, and commit to their care and disposal the very instru- 
ments by which we expect to effect our purpose ! It has 
been said that thirty or forty of our papers were received 
ui the South, directed to free people of color. We cannot 
deny the assertion, because these papers may have been 
mailed by others, for the sinister purpose of charging the 
act upon us. We are, however, ready to make our sever- 
al afiidavits, that not one paper, with our knowledge, or 
by our authority, has ever been sent to any person in a 
skive state. The free people of color at the Soutli can ex- 
ert no influence in behalf of the enslaved; and we have 
no disposition to excite odium against them, by making 
them the recipients of our publications. 

Your proposal that a law should be passed, 'punishing 
the circulation, throu(]rh the mails, of papers intended to ex- 
die the slaves to insurrection, necessarily implies that such 
papers are now circulated; and you expressly and posi- 
tively assert, that we have attempted to circulate appeals 
ciddressed to the passions of the slaves, and calculated to 
produce all the horrors of a servile ivar. We trust, sir, 
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your proposed Inw, so porlentoiis to the freedom of the 
press, will not be enacted, till you have furnished Congress 
with stronger evidence of its necessity than unsupported 
assertions. We hope you will lay before that body, for its 
infbrrnntion, the papers to whicli you refer. This is the 
more necessary, as tiic various public journals and meet- 
ings which have denomiced us for entertaining insurrec- 
tionary and murderous designs, have in no instance hceii 
able to quote from our publications, a single exortation to 
the slaves to break their fetters, or the expression of a soh- 
tary wish for a servile war. 

How far our writings are * calculated' to produce iniuir- 
rection, is a question which will be variously decided ac- 
cording to the latitude in which it is discussed. When v>c 
recollect thnt the humble school book, the tnle of fiction, 
and the costly annual, have been placed under the ban ol 
Sotiihern editors for trivial allusions to shivorv — and tiiat 
a Southern divine has warned his fcilow-citizens of t'le 
danger ofpermitting slaves to be present at the ceiebratioii 
of our national festival, where they miglit listen to the Dec- 
laration of fiidcpendence, and to enlogiums on liberty— 
we have little hope tiiat our disquisitions on human riiziits 
will be generally deemed safe and innocent, wJicre tho.>jo 
rights are habitually violated. Certain v;ritings of one of 
your predecessors. President Jefferson, would undoubtedly 
be regarded, in some places, so insurrectionary as to ex- 
pose to i>f)puiar violence whoever should presume to circu- 
late them. 

As therefore, sir, thore is no common standard by wiiich 
the criminality of opinions respecting slavery can he 
tested, we acknowledge the foresight which prompted yoii 
to recommend, that the ^severe penalties' of your propos- 
ed law shojdd be awarded, not according to the cliaractcr 
of the publication, but the intention of the writer. Still, 
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sir, wo appri^ljeini that no trivial (iiHi.c nines will ho cxporl- 
enccd in tlio nppliculion of your !;iw. The writer may be 
anonynjoiis, or beyond the re.ich of jfroseciuion, wiiilo t!ic 
porter wlio depositcs the prtpers in ilut VoM Ollice, and the 
nni! ciin ier who transports them, havinir no evil intenlio,us, 
c:in;!Ol l)c visited with the * «ev(M'e pen:>llle.s:' and thus 
will vonr I;nv (ail an securing to the K?oiit,h thut entire ex- 
eniDlion from all discussions on the snhioct of t-laver*', 
w'r.ich it iso vehemently desires. The eucccrfs of ilie al- 
teiiij)t already iwfxdo to e.-stublir-h a censorr-hip of tiie pres^-, 
i"] ijnt ,'-iich as to invite farth.cr encroachmciU on the riiiht 
of the [)ef?plc to pii.blish tlicir sentiments. 

In your protest, you remarked to I'le Senate, *TiK7 
v.hoie executive power being vested in the President, who 
is rr<j){;iisi(jlc for its exercise, it is a necessary consecpienco 
that he should h ive a right to employ 'igents of his own 
choice^ to aid hiuj in the performance of his duties, and to 
(ihcltar^t them when he is no longer wJlUiig Uyho. kesto?;- 
for tljeir acts. lie is equidly honnd to take care 
tiint tiie laws be faithfully executed, whether they impose 
(iiilies on the hio-hest oflicer of Striic, or the lou:cf,l snbur- 
din ate in any of the departments.' 

It niay not be uninteresting to yr)U, sir, to be informed 
in wliat m;inner your * Subordinate' in New York, wiio, 
on your ' responsibility ' is exercising the functio!is of Cen- 
sor of the American press, dischnr^es the arduous duties 
of this untried, and until now, unheard of odice. We 
l)nir 1(^5 ve to assure you, that his task is executed with a 
Fi.Tiplic/ny of principle, and celerity (;f despntcii, unknown 
to ;iny Censor of the press in France or Austriri. Your 
J^uhordinale decides upon the inccndi.iry cliaracter of the 
publications cotnmittcd to the Post Ollice, by a glance at 
the wrappers or bngs in which they arc contained. No 

5 
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packages sent to be mailed from our office, and directed 
to a slave state, can escape the vigilance of this inspector 
of canvass and brown paper. Even your own protest, sir, 
if in an anti-slavery envelope, would be arrested on its 
progress to the south, as * inflammatory, incendiary and 
insurrectionary in the highest degree.' 

No veto, however, is as yet, imposed on the circulation 
of publications from any printing office but our own. — 
Hence, when we desire to send * appeals ' to the south, all 
that is necessary is, to insert them in some newspaper that 
espouses our principles, pay for as many thousand copies 
as we think proper, and order them to be mailed accord- 
ing to our instructions. 

Such, sir, is the worthless protection purchased for the 
south, by the most unblushing and dangerous usurpation 
of which any public officer has been guilty since the or- 
ganization of our federal government. Were the Senate, 
in reference to your acknowledged responsibility for the 
conduct of your subordinates, to resolve ' that the Presi- 
dent in relation to the suppression of certain papers intlie 
New York Post Office, has assumed upon himself author- 
ity and power not conferred by the Constitution and laws, 
but in derogation of both ; ' instead of protesting against 
the charge, you w^ould be compelled to acknowledge its 
truth, and you would plead the necessity of the case in 
your vindication. The weight to be attached to such a 
plea, may be learned from the absurdity and inefficacy of 
the New York Censorship. Be assured, sir, your propos- 
ed law to punish the intcniions of an author, will in its 
practical operations, prove equally impotent. 

And now, sir, permit us respectfully to suggest to you, 
the propriety of ascertaining the real designs of abolition- 
ists, before your apprehensions of them, lead you to sanc- 
liou any more trifling with the likerty op tub press.—- 
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You assume it as a fact, that abolitionists are miscreants, 
who are laboring to effect the massacre of their southern 
brethren. Are you aware of the extent of the reproacli, 
which such an assumption casts upon the character of 
vour countrymen? In August last, the number of Anti- 
Slavery Societies known to us, was 263 ; we have noio the 
names of more than 350 Societies, and accessions are 
daily made to the multitude who embrace our principles. 
And can you think it possible, sir, that these citizens are 
deliberately plotting murder, and furnishing us with funds 
to send publications to the south * intended to instigate the 
slaves to insurrection 1 ' Is there any thing in the charac- 
ter and manners of the free states, to warrant the imputa- 
tion on their citizens of such enormous wickedness ? — 
Have you ever heard, sir, of whole communities in these 
states, subjecting obnoxious individuals to a mock trial, 
and then in contempt of law, humanity and religion, de- 
liberately murdering them? Yoii have seen in the public 
journals, great rewards offered for the perpetration of hor- 
rible crimes. We appeal to your candor and ask, Were 
these rewards offered by abolitionists, or by men whose 
charges against abolitionists, you have condescended to 
sanction and disseminate ? 

And what, sir, is the character of those whom you have 
in your message held up to the execration of the civilized 
world ? Their enemies being judges, they are rdigums 
fanatics. And what are the haunts of these plotters of 
murder ? The pulpit, the bench, the bar, the professor's 
chair, the hall of legislation, the meeting for prayer, the 
temple of the Most High. But strange and monstrous as 
is this conspiracy, still you believe in its existence, and call 
on Congress to counteract it. Be persuaded, sir, the moral 
sense of the community is abundantly sufficient to render 
tliis conspiracy utterly impotent, the moment its machina- 
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tioiis are cxposod. Only PIIOVE the as?ertioMs and in- 
ainuations in yonr message, and you dissolve in an instant, 
every Anti-Slavery Society in our land. Think not, sir, 
that we shall interpose any obstacle to an inquiry into our 
conduct. We invite, niiy, sir, we entreat the appointment 
bv Congress of a cornnHttee of investiijation, to visit the 
Anti-Slavery Ofhce in New York. They shall be put in 
])Ossession of copies of all the publications that have issued 
from our {)ress. Our wliole correspondence shall be sub- 
niitled to their inspection ; our accounts of receipts and 
expenditures siirdl be spread before them, and we ourselves 
v/ill cheerfully answer under oath whatever interrogatories 
\hey may put to us relating to the charges you have ad- 
vanced. 

Should such a committee be denied, and should tljelaw 
you propose, stigmatizing us as felons, be passed witlioiU 
inquiry into the truth of your accusation , arid without al- 
lowing us a. liearinir, llien shall we make the laniruai^'^e of 
your }>rotest our own, and declare tliat, ' If sucli proceed- 
ings shall be approved and sustained by an intelligent })C0" 
pie, then will the great contest wivh arbitrary power whicli 
had established in statutes, in bills of rights, in sacred 
cluirters, and in constitutions of government, the I'lghi of 
every citizen to a notice before trial, to a hearinix l)erore 
condcniuation, and to an impartial tribunal for decidiiJg 
on the charo-o, have been made in VAIN.' 

Before we conclude, permit us, sir, to offer you llic fol- 
io win iissurances. 

Our principles, our objects, and our measures, are wholly 
uncontaminaled by considerations of j)arty policy. What- 
ev(u- may be our resjjcctive opinions as citizens, of mca 
and measures, as abolitionists we liave expressed no politi- 
cal preferences, and are pursuing no party ends. .From 
neither of the gentlemen nominated to succeed you> liave 
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we any thing to hope or fear ; and to neither of them do 
we intend, as abolitionists, to afford any aid or influence. 
This declaration will, it is hoped, satisfy the partizans of 
the rival candidates, that it is not necessary for them to 
assail our rights, by way of convincing the south that they 
do not possess our favor. 

We have addressed you, sir, on this occasion, with re- 
publican plainness, and Christian sincerity ; but with no 
desire to derogate from the respect that is due to you, or 
wantonly to give you pain. To repel your charges, and 
to disabuse the public, was a duty we owed to ourselves, 
to our children, and above all, to the great and holy cause 
ill which we are engaged. That cause we believe is ap- 
proved by our Maker ; and while we retain this belief, it 
is our intention, trusting to His direction and protection, 
to persevere in our endeavors to impress upon the minds 
and hearts of our countrymen the sinfulness of claiming 
property in human beings, and the duty and wisdom of 
immediately relinquishing it. 

When convinced that our endeavors are wrong, we shall 
abandon them, but such conviction must be produced by 
other arguments than vituperation, popular violence, or 
penal enactments. 

ARTHUR TAPPAN, 
WILLIAM JAY, 
JOHN RANKIN, 
ABRAHAM L. COX, 
JOSHUA LEAVITT, 
SIMEON S. JOCELYN, 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 
THEODORE S. WRIGHT, 
SAMUEL E. CORNISH, 
ELIZUR WRIGHT, Jr., 

Executive Commiitec, 

New York, Dec. 26, 1835, 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

OU, TO SliCll ABIERHJANS AS VALUE TliEIli IlIGHTS, AND 

DARE TO MAINTAIN THEM, 

Pdlolu Countrymen : — 

A crisis has arrived, in which rights the most importani 
whicli civil society can acknowledge, and which have been 
acknowledged by our Constitution and Laws, in terms tisc 
most explicit which hiiigiiage can afford, arc set at naiighl 
by men whom your favor has invested with a brief authori- 
ty. By wlhxt standard is your liberty of conscience, of 
speech, and of the press, now measured? Is it by those 
gh'jrious charters you have inherited from your kithers, and 
which your present ruh^rs have called Heaven to witness, 
they would preserve inviolate? Alas! another standard 
iias been devised, and if we would know what riphts arc 
conceded to us by our own servants, we must consult the 
vouiwcT by Vv'hich the South ennafres on certain condr- 
tions to give its trade and votes to northern men. All 
rights not allowed by this compact, we now hold by suffer- 
ance, and our Governors and Leirislatures avow their read- 
iness to de!)rive us of them, whenever in their opinion, leci- 
islation on the subject shall be * necessary.' * This com- 
pact is not indeed published to the world, under the hands 
and seals of the contracting partie.% but it is set forth iii 



'^^ Soo the M(^i--.'<an('s of fho Govoniovs of New York and Connccticiif,. flie 
resointioii.-i (..T thi- rs'cw' \ovk LogLslaiurc, and ihu bill introduced into dio 
Logiihilure of liliode IbliuuL 
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official messages, — iji resoliUions of the State and Nation- 
al Lc3gisiatures — in the proceedings of popular meetings, 
and in acts of lawless violence. The temples of the Al- 
mighty have been sacked, because the worshippers did not 
conform their consciences to the compact.* Ministers of 
the gos{)el have been dragged as criminals from ihe altitr 
to the bar, because they taught the people, from the BiblOj 
doctrines proscribed by the compact. t Hundreds of free 
citizens peaceably assembled to express their sentiments, 
have, because such an expression was forbidden by the 
compact, been forcibly dispersed, and the chief actor in 
this invasion on the freedom of speech, instead of bein-x 
punished for a breach of the peace, was rewarded for his 
lidelity to the compact, with an ofhcc of high trust and 
honor.}' 

'The freedoiu of tite press — the palladium of li!)erty,'' 
was once a household proverb. Now, a printing oflicevj is 
entered l)y rnlTians, and its types scattered in the highway^ 
because (jisobedient to the compact. A Granri Jury, 
sworn to ' present all things truly as tliey come to their 
knowle(l<j-e,' refuse to indict the offenders; and a Senator 
in Congress rises in his place, and apj)cals to the outrage 
in the j)riiiting office, and the conduct of the Grand Jury 
as evidence of the good faith with which the people of the 
Slate of New York w'erc resolved to observe the compact. [1 

Tlie Executive Magistralo of the American Union, un- 
mindful of his obligation to execute the laws fur tlic equal 
benefit of liis fellow citizens, has sanctioned a censorchip 



* Cliiirclies in i\(.iw Yurk nU;ickc(^ hv a mob in 18.')f. 
fSio t 'AM )!•.;'. -OS wiiliid ihc last twfjlvo immilis in iXcw ITainp.-liire. 
Saiiiiu;! 1 ){;ar<!slv>_v, !'',»(!., i ho leadcM* ofUiC Uiica ciot.uas >l!(jrlly aHer- 
wards appointf!!! Attorney (icueral of the .State of N«;\\ York. 
§ OlVice of the liii«-a Sf.uKhird aiu! Democrat tie wspapcir. 
1! yee speecli o( the Mon. Silas Wright iti the U. JS. .Siaiate uf Feb. last. 
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oftlie press, by whicli papers incompatible with the com- 
pact are excluded from the southern mails, and he has offi- 
cially advised Congress to do by law, although in violation 
of tiie Constitution, what he had himself virtually done al- 
ready in despite of both. The invitation has indeed been 
rejected, but by the Senate of the United States only, after 
a portentous struggle — a struggle which distinctly exhibit- 
ed the ijolitical conditions of the compact, as well as the 
fidelity with which those conditions are observed by a 
northern candidate for the Presidency. While in compli- 
ance with these conditions, a powerful minority in the Sen- 
ate were forging fetters tor the Press, the House of Rep- 
resentatives were employed in breaking down the right of 
Petition. On the 26th May last, the following resolution^ 
reported by a committee, was adopted by the House, viz : 

* Resolved, That all Petitions, Memorials, Resolutions 
and Propositions relating in any way, or to any extent 
whatever to the subject of Slavery, shall, without being 
either printed or referred, be laid on the table, and that no 
further action whatever shall be had thereon.' Ayes, 117. 
Nays, 68. 

Bear with us, fellow countrymen, while we call your at- 
tention to the outrage on your rights, the contempt of per- 
sonal obligations and the hardened cruelty involved in this 
detestable resolution. Condemn us not for the harshness 
of our language, before you hear our justification. We 
shall speak only the truth, but we shall speak it as free- 
men. 

The right of petition is founded in the very institution 
of civil government, and has from time immemorial been 
acknowledged as among the unquestionable privileges of 
our English ancestors. This right springs from the great 
truth that government is established for the benefit of the 
governed, and it forms the medium by which the People 
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ncquaifit their rulers with their wants and their grievances. 
So accustomed were the Americans to the exercise oi'thia 
right, even during tlieir Hul>jection to the Briti:?h Crowu!, 
liiatj on the formation of the Federal Constitution, the Con- 
vention not conceiving that it couhl be endangered, made 
no provision for its security. But in tije fir;<t Congrcs.s 
that asseiribled under the neu' Government, tlie omission 
v/as repaired. It v»'as thought some ca.->e migiu ])ossibly 
occur, in which this right might prove troubh^some to a 
dominant faction, who v/oukl endeavor to stilie it. An 
amendment was therefore proposed and adopted, by which 
Cono-ress is restrained from makiiKJ- any hiw Jibridoin^t 
^tlic right of the people, j)eaceabiy to assemijh:, and to pe- 
tition the Governujent for a redress of fyrievances.' Had 
it not been for tidy pyudeiU jealotisy of our Fathers, instead 
of the resolution .1 iiave transcribed, we 5ihouhl have had a 
LAV/, visiting with pains and penalties, all who dared to 
petition the Federal Government, in behalf of tlu} viciinvs 
of oppression, held in bondage by its authority. The pre- 
sent resolution cannot indeed -consvfni such pctiiions to the 
j)rison or the scaiToid, but it mrdces the right to petiiion a 
congressional boon, to be granted or withheUI iit ple.u-f.urej 
and in tlio present case enbctually Vv-hhhoids it, by riuider- 
ing it nugatory. 

Petitions are to inforni the Government of the \rishcs of 
the People, and by c;diing forth tlie action of the Legisla- 
ture, to inform tiie constituents how far their ui.^dics a're 
respected by their representatives. Tin- inibrmaiion thus 
mutually given and received is essential to a faithful and 
ftidightoued exorcise of the right of legislation on the one 
ii:nid,and of suiT-age on the otiier. But the rc-oluiion wo 
are considering, provides that no petition in relation to 
slavery, sliall be ])ri!jted for the information of the meny- 
hers, nor refevred to a convmittee to ascertain the truth 
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its st<it.erneiits ; nor shall any vote betaken, in regard to it, 
l)y wliicli \he people may learn the sentiments of their re- 
presentatives. 

If Congress may tlius dispose of petitions on one sub- 
ject, tlicy may make the same disposition of petitions on any 
and every other subject. Our representatives are bound 
by oath, not to pass any law abridging the riglit of petition, 
but if tiiis resolution is constitutional, they may order eve« 
ry petition to be delivered to their door-keeper, and by him 
be committed to the flames; for why preserve petitions on 
wiiich 710 action can he had? Had the resolution been di- 
rected to petitions for an object palpably unconstitutionalj 
it would still have been without excuse. The construction 
of the Constitution is a matter of opinion, and every citizen 
has a right to express that opinion in a petition, or othc- 
wise. 

But this usurpation is aggravated by the almost univer- 
sal admission that Congress does possess the constitutional 
power to legislate on the subject of slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the Territories. No wonder that a dis- 
tiiio-uished statesman refused to sanction the right of the 
House to pass such a resolution by even voting against it.* 
The men who perpetrated this outrage liad sworn to sup- 
port the Constitution, and will they hereafter plead at the 
bar of their Maker, that they had kept their oath, because 
ihey had abridged the right of petition hy a resolution, nnd 
not by law ! 

This resolution not only violates the rights of the people, 
but it nullifies the privileges and obligations of their repre- 
sentatives. It is the undoubted right and duty of every 



* I\Tr. .1. (i. Adning, on his name being culled, refused to vote, sa3'ing, 
* th<; cesoliii ion is in direct violation of the Constitution of tlie United Stales, 
and the jiriviieges oftiie nienibers' of this House.' 
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member of Congress to propose any measure within the 
limits of the Constitution, which he believes is required 
by the interests of his constituents and the welfiire of his 
country. Now, marie the base surrender of this right— 
the wicked dereliction of this duty. All ' resolutions and 
propositions ' relating ' in any toay or to any extent what- 
ever to the subject of slavery,' shall be laid on the table, 
and ^ no farther action whatever shall be had thereon.'— 
What a spectacle has been presented to the American peo- 
ple ! — 1 17 members of Congress relinquishing their own 
rights, cancelling their own solemn obligations, forcibly 
depriving the other members of their legislative privileges, 
abolishinof the freedom of debate, contemninir the ricrht of" 
petition, and prohibiting present and future legislation on 
a most important and constitutional subject, by a rule of 
order ! 

In 1825, the New York Legislature instructed the rep- 
resentatives from that state in Congress, to insist on mak- 
ing ^ the prohibition of slavery an indispensable condition 
of admission ' of certain territories into the Union. In 
1S2S, the Legislature of Pennsylvania instructed the Penn- 
sylvania members of Congress, to vote for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. In vain, hereafter, 
shall a representative present the instructions of his con- 
stituents, or the injunctions of a sovereign state. No 
question shall be taken, on any motion he may offer, in 
any way or to any extent^ relating to slavery ! 

Search the annals of legislation, and you will find no 
precedent for such a profligate act of tyranny, exercised 
by a majority over their fellow legislators, nor for such an 
impudent contempt of the rights of the People. 

But this resolution is no less barbarous than it is profli- 
gate and impudent. Remember, fellow-countrymen! that 
the decree has gone forth, that there shall be no legislation 
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by CoiifTrcss, in rtnif wai/ or to any r.xfcnt trhalevcr, on tlic 
subject of slavery. Now cull to iiiiud, lliut Congress is tho 
hml and only legislature of tlio District of Columbia, 
v/hich is placed by the Constitution under its *exclusivo 
jurisdiction rn all cases what no ever.' In tliis District, there 
lire thousands of human bein<;s divested of the riirhts of 
humanity, and subjected to a negotiable despotism ; and 
Congress is ihe only power that can exteiid tiie shield ol 
law to protect them from cruelty and abuse : and ih.it 
shield, it is now resolved, shall not be extended in any 
way, or to any extent ! But this is not all. The District 
has become the i^reat slave market of North America, and 
the port of Alexandria is the Guinea of our proud repub- 
lic, whence * cargoes of despair ' arc continually depart- 

HUT. 

In the citv wliicli bears llie name of tlie Father of Ins 
country, dealers in hiunan flesii receive licences for the 
vile trallic, at 6400 each per annum ; and the gazelles oi 
ihc capital have tlieir columns polluted witij the advcnisc- 
mcnts of these men, offerini; cash for children and voutii, 
who, torn from their parents and fauiilies, are to wear oi:t 
their existence on tlu^ plantations of the south t For the 
safe keeping of these children and youlh, till they arc 
shipptnl for tlie Mississippi, private pens and prisons arc 
provided, and the Um ri:o Statks' Jail used when ri> 
((uircd. The laws of the District in relation to slaves ami 
free negroes, are of the most abominahle and iniquito\is 
character. Any free citizen with a dark skin, may ho 



* Ono (IcaliT, .Toliii Aniinrld, ;ul\r» ti,-^(>s it) \hv N:it;<iii:il F rifcllii(('nct'i' 
flio lOih (if I'l tiuiary la.-^l, \\v.\l \\v iias t'uK.'i; in jiii; l» ;tiir, ;.tui iliiH 

(iu;y will li-avi; Uw; |)oit of Ali-xandi ia (in ;lir I.vl and loiii tjl \ m uwu\h- 

t 'I'wt lvr lniruliCNl iU'j,M<)Cs are llins a(i\»;! ti.-td I'm- in \hv Najioiia! liifcili- 
gciir.cr of iho 28tli of lMaix.li last. 'J'lit- in<»i(tr.- uajilcd nie "tiit'iali} i^'^^ 
ilic aj;() of 10 or 1:2 ycaih lo 25, and of buili si-ai s. 
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arrested on protonc-c of boincr a fugitive ftlavo, and com- 
initt(Mi to the Umtrii Sr.ATi'.s' Prison, and unless witliiri 
a cortaiiniiiinhLT of (l;iys he proves his fVpcdom, wliile im- 
mured within il^^ walls, lie is, uttder authority of Congress, 
sold as a sl;ivc for iif'!. Do you ask why 't Let tlie blood 
mantle in your chef;ks, wliile wo give you tlic answer of 
tlie I. AW — ' to pay liis jail fees ' ! ! 

On the llth of .lafinary, 18*27, the Cornmiltee for the 
District of C )!(i.n')i;i, (tlioinselves slaveholders) introduc- 
ed a bill providinu^ that the jail fe(^s should hereafter be n 
county charLTo. The did not pass : and by the late 
resohitioii , a statute; unprralleled for injustice atu! atrocity 
!>y any rn;indate of rv.ir<>pea!i despotism, is to be like the 
law of the Mcdew and Persians, that alterelh not, si<ico no 
proposition lor its repeal or modification cim .'JO eiiter- 
tainod. 

The Grand Jijry of Aloxnndria presenter? tlic slave-trade 
of that place, as ' d is-.- r.'iceful to our ch;.'!"acter as ciii/ens 
of a free oc,v(!rn!ru'nt,' and as *a mitnance dc.'Ksaudin^r 
legislative redress; ' that, is, the ir<terj)0''ii ion of Congress 
— but 117 fuen liave decided /hat tiicre sliall be ' no action 
whatever ' by Conirress iu relation to slavoiy. 

In March, I8U), John Marnlolph sub'.nil ted the Hdlowin^r 
resolution to tlie llou.-e of Representatives: * llesolved^ 
That a couiTriiittee be ;i}>poiiited to inquire iijto ihc exis- 
tence of an iahuiiian and illegal traffic uf slaves, carried 
on in and through the District of' Columbia, and to'r^jporl 
whether arjy, and uliat measures ate necessary for |)u|ii:ing 
a stop to the same.' The compact had not then'* been 
formed, and the resolution wa:> adopted. Such a resolu- 
tion would mm * be laid on the table/ and tix-ated with 
filent contempt. 

In 1828, eleven hundred inhabitants of the District'pre- 
•ented a petition to Congress, complainii^g of the * Da- 
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MESTic Sla.ve TpwAde ' as a grievance disgraceful in its 
character, and ' even more demoralizing in its influence,' 
than the foreign traffic. The petition conckuled as fol- 
lows : ^ The people of this District liave Vv-ithin themselves 
no means of legislative redress, and we therefore appeal 
to your Honorable body as the only one vested by the 
American Constitution with power to relieve us.' No 

A. 

more shall such appeals be made to the national council. 
What matters it, that the people of the District are annoy- 
ed by the human shambles opened aniong them ? What 
matters it, that Congress is ^ the only body vested by tlie 
American Cohstitation with power to relieve ' them ?— 
The compact requires that no action shall be had on any 
petition relating to slavery. 

The horse or tlie ox may be protected in the District, 
by act of Congress, from the cruelty of its ov/ner ; but 
MAN, created ii\ the image of God, shall, if his complexion 
be dark, be abandoned to every outracre. The neffro mnv 
be bound alive to the stake in front of the capitol, as well 
as in the streets of St. Louis— his shrieks may resound 
through the representative hMl— and the stench of his burn- 
ing body may enter the nostrils of the law-jrivers — but no 
vote may rebuke the abomination — no law forbid its rep- 
etition. 

The representatives of the nation may regulate the 
traffic in sheep and swine, within the ten miles square; 
but the SLAYERS of the District may be laden to sullbcatiou 
with human cattle — the horrors of the middle passage may 
be transcended at the wharves of Alexandria: but Con- 
gress may not limit the size of the cargoes, or provide for 
the due feeding and watering the animals composing them 1 
The District of Columbia is henceforth to be the only spot 
on the face of the globe, subjected to a civilized and chris- 
tian police, in which avarice and malice may, with legal 
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impunity inflict on humanity whatever sufferings ingenuity 
can devise, or depravity desire. 

The flaijitiousness of this resolution is acrsravated if 
possible by the arbitrary means by \vhich its adoption was 
scoured. No representative of the People v/as permitted 
to lift up his voice against it — to plead the commands of 
the Constitution which it violated — his own privileges and 
duties which it contemned— the rirrhts of his constituents 
on which it trampled — tlie chaims of justice and humanity 
which it impiously outraged. Its advocates w-ere afraid 
and ashamed to discuss it, and forbidding debate, they per- 
petrated in silence the most atrocious act that has ever 
discrraced an American Legislature.* 

And was no reason w'hatever, it may be asked, assigned 
for this hold invasion of our rights, this insult to the sym- 
patlnes of our common nature? Yes — connected, with 
the resolution was a preamble explaining its oiltect. Read 
it, fellow countrymen, and he equally astonished at the 
impudence of your rulers iu avowing such an object, and 
at their foily in adopting such an expedient to effect it. 
The lips of a free people are to be sealed by insult and 
injury! 

' Whereas, it is extremely important and desirable that 
the AGITATION on this subject should be finally AiinESTED, 
for; the purpose of restoring traiiquUlity to the public mind, 
your committee respectfully recommend the following res- 
olution.' 

Order reigns in Warsai?;, were the terms in wliich tlic 
triumpli of Russia over the liberties of Poland was an- 



A c.ehiUc Avns nllowctl on amotion to rf>-conirnil tlie report, for iho 
purpose oi propnriiig- a rc?o!utiori ijinl Co/)<^ifS.s has no conslitu!ion;i! pow- 
er to intcrfcro wiih slavery in the Di.^nici of Cohiml.ia 3 but when the 
sense of the House is !o he tak(>n on th.e rcsoinlion reported by the cojn- 
iiiiitee; all {lebaie was prevented by ihe previous question. 
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nounced to ihe world. When the right of petition shall 
be broken down — wlicn no whisper shall be heard in Con- 
gress in behalf of human rights — when the press shall be 
muzzled, and the freedom of speech destroyed by gng- 
laws, ihen will the slaveholders announce, that tranquiUity 
is restored to the jnihlic mind. 

Fellow countrymen ! is sucii t1)e tranquillity you desire 
— is such the hcriuifre you would leave to your cliildren? 
Sulfer not the present outrage, by elFecting its avowed ob- 
ject, to invite farther aggressions on your rights. The 
(ihairrnan on the committee boasted that the numJoer of 
petitioners tlie present session, for the abolition of slavery 
in the District, was o///?/ 34,000 ! Let us resolve, we be- 
seech you, that at tlie next session the number shall 
be A MILLION. Perhaps our L!.7 representatives will 
then abandon in despair their present dangerous and 
unconstitutional expedient for tran([uil!izing the public 
mind. 

The purpose of lliis address is not to urge upon you our 
own views of tlie selfishness of slavery, and the safety of 
its immediate abolition ; but. to call your attention to tlie 
conduct of your rulers. Let jjo one think for a moment, 
that because he is not an abolitionist, his liberties arc not, 
and will not be invaded. IVc have no rights distinct from 
the rights of the people. Calumny, falsehood, and popu- 
lar violence, have been employed in vain, to tranquillize 
abolitionists. It is now proposed to soothe them, by de- 
.spoiling them of their constitutional rights ; but they can- 
not be despoiled alone. The right of petition and the 
freedom of debate are as sacred and valuable to those who 
dissent from our opiiiions, as they are to ourselves. Can 
the Constitution at tlie same time secure liberty to you, 
and expose us to oppression— give you freedom of speech. 
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and lock our lips — respect your right of petition, and treat 
ours with contempt? No, fellow countrymen ! we must 
be all free, or all slaves together. We implore you, then, 
by all the obligations of interest, of patriotism, and of re- 
ligion — by the remembrance of your fathers— by your love 
for your children, to unite with us in maintaining our 
common, and till lately, our unquestioned political 
rights. 

We ask you as men to insist that your servants, acting 
as tlic local lefnslators of the District of Columbia, shall 
respect the common rights and decencies of humanity. 
We ask you as freemen, not to permit your constitutional 
privileges to be trilled with, by tiiose who have sworn to 
maintain them. We ask you as Christian men, to remem- 
ber that by sanctioning the sinful acts of your agents, you 
yourselves assume their L^uilt. 

We have no candidate to recommend to your favor — 
v/c ask not your support for any political party; but we 
do ask vou to ^ivc vour sutlVarrcs hereafter only to such 
men as you have reason to believe will not sacrifice your 
rights, and their own ol)ligations, and the claims of mercy 
and the commands of God, to an iniquitous and mercena- 
ry COMPACT. Jf we cannot have northern Presidents and 
other oPiicers of the general government, except in ex- 
ciiange for frcetlom of conscience, of speech, of tlic press, 
and of legislation, then let ail the appointments at Wash- 
ington be given to the oouth. If slaveholders will not 
trade with us, unless we consent to be slaves ourselves, 
then let us leave their money, and their sugar, and their 
cotton, to perish with tlicm. 

Fellow countrymen ! u'e wish, we recommend no action 
whatever, inconsistent with tlie laws and constitutions of 
our country J or the precepts of our common religion, but 
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we beseech you to join witli us in resolving, that while wo 
v/ill respect the rights of others, we will at every hazard 
maintain our own. 

In behalf of the American Anti-Slavery Society. 

ARTHUR TAFPAN, 
WILLIAM JAY, 
JOE-IN RANKLN, 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 
SIMEON S. JOCELYN, 
SAMUEL E. CORNiSII, 
JOSHUA LEAVfTT, 
ABRAHAxM L. COX, 
AMOS A PHELPS, 
LA ROY SUiN'DERLAND, 
THEODORE S. WRIGHT, 
ELIZUR WRIGHT, Jr., 

Ex ecu I ivc Com m ii tec. 

New York, June, 1830. 



LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE N. YORK ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

After wc had read the following very eloquent epistle, 
wc could not lielp thinking of that choice proverb of the 
wise man--' A word fitly spoken, is like apples of gold, in 
pictures of silver,' 

Utica, August 26x11, 133G, 

To the Eucuthc CominiUce of the 

Ohio Slate Anti'Slavcry Society y at CindnncHi. 

Dk.aii axd lIoNoiJED BRETHREN :—Fellow-l ahorcrs in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ; aiul in the 
cause ol" liis despised and oppressed puor. The shout of 
your ruthless persecutors has fallen upon our ears; and 
amid the j)n.uses of the storm, we have been cheered by 
tlie cairn and firm tones of your own unchanged voice. 
Wc hasten to rnino-le our hearts with vours ; to sinjx, with 
you, of mercy and of judgment; the mercy that has 
unmasked a nation's enemies, and shielded your heads, 
and guarded your precious lives, wlien tlie floods of un- 
godly men rose up against you : — tlie justice that lias vis- 
ited upon an oppressive and callous nation, a heavy blow 
upon licr own boasted, but despised liberties. 

We know we need not occupy our time or yours with 
Icngtliened exhortations to courage and patience under 
your own sufferings. We know you will not think it 
strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try you, as 
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though some strange thing had happened unto you. It v/as 
in no nnere worldly enterprize — it was in no schenne of 
partizan ambition — it was in no partnership with those who 
seek their own things and not the ihings of Jesus Christ 
and his suflering members, that you banded yourselves to- 
gether. Of your plundered property — of your own invad- 
ed domicils — of your own insulted persons — of your own 
endangered lives — of your own outraged rights — of your 
own accumulated wrongs — we arc persuaded that you have 
comparatively thought little. Of these topics we shall, 
accordingly, say little, in tendering to you our condolence 
and our sympathies. 

We mourn, rather, with you, the infatuation of those, 
who are aimirnT, throuirh your vitals, a death-blow to their 
own, their children's, and their country's freedom. We 
mourn, with you, the affecting indications, in the midst of 
us, of that blindness of mind, and that hardness of heart, 
which constitute the most fearful presages of a nation's 
downfall. We mourri, with you, the deep wound inflicted, 
in the iiousc of his professed Iriends, upon the cause of our 
common Saviour. We mourn, with you, that those who 
profess to be his disci})les, and claim to be the ministers of 
his truth, should not only ' stand aloof from the ' cause of 
the poor and needy,' should not only count it obedience to 
Jesus Christ to disregard and despise his little ones, should 
not only forget that ' inasmucli as they relieve not and suc- 
cor not the least of these his brethren, they do it not unto 
him' — lit'it, as though these negligences, for which the 
great .ludge has seen fit to pronounce his anticipated sen- 
tence of condemnation, were not sunicient for them — as 
though the quiet acceptancy of the scorner's scat, the 
menial drudgery of wresting the Scriptures to the support 
of impurity and iuiathenism, of robbery and crime, could 
not suilice to satisfy tlieir greediness — should now think 
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tliL7 do God service, when, in defiance of nli humnn and 
divine laws, combine witli the sons of violence, to inflict 
injuries nnd ouirnge npoti those who presnnie to ' show the 
house.of Jacob their sins, aiul remember tliem that are in 
bonds as boiunl witli tlieni.' 

For things like these, dear brethren, with yon, we rnonrn. 
Nor can we cease to sigh and cry while such al)()niina- 
lions are cornnjitted in our land. Yet, while we thua 
grieve, let ns remember that we are permitted to rejoice iu 
the all-pervading and overruling Providence ofiiiem whose 
power ("an brino- liohi out of darkness, and ijoixl out of 
evil. He siiiieth the lun]uh. of the sea, and the racing- of 
the peopk-i. The wrath of man shall praise him, and the 
' remainder he will restrain. V/by do the he;nhen rage and 
the people imaLMue a vain thin^r ? The kii^rs oftlu^ earth 
set tiicmseivcs, and the rulers take counsel tooethcr, 
against (he Lord and his anointed. saviuLS h:'t us break 
their bands a.-uuder, and cast away their chords IVem us 1 
lie that sittcth in the heavens shall laugh ; the Lord shall 
have them in derision, llis king is on his holy hill of 
Zion. lie has declared tbe <lecree. The rollm'T of his 
cliariot is onward. iNations may dash themselves, as the 
potter's vessel, under his wheels — but his march is still 
onward, till ixW his enemies are put under liis feet. 

in the cert;iinty of flis reign, and in the glory of His 
triumph, let us rejoice. Yet a little wliile, and the wicked 
shall not be, but the meek shall inherit the earth, and the 
upright shall delight tliemselves in the abundance of peace. 

Let us pause, and ponder, for a moment, the delightful 
results which, under the good Providence of God, and in 
accordance with the known and established laws of mora} 
cause and effect, in his moral government, niay yet spring 
from the painful scenes you are now called to witness, and 
through which you are now called to pass. Let t.is inquire 
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diligently wiielhcr these results may not include some 
genu of |)roinise for our guilty but beloved country— 
whether, along with the sure prospect of ' deliverance to 
th.c Cn{.)tivc,' (v/liich the recorded oath and veracity of a 
God h;i.s already rendered secure,) there can be not a bow 
of hope for an oppressive but repentant nation? 

If it be the purpose of God to save our nation from dc- 
struclion, wo well know that it must be in a way of na^ 
tion.'il {)enitencc and aniendment. if the churches in our 
land, nro to escape total apostacy and e?Uinction, we kno\v 
tlioy must rc])ent, and bring forth fruit meet for repentance. 
jJut wluit iiope was tliere of a cure, so long as the deadly 
!ri;d;i(!y was preying upon her vitals, unrevealed ? Or 
winit inslruincniality could be better adapted to arouse a 
slurnl/cring peoplo, and convict a self-righteous cluuxli, 
than the astounding n nd painful developements in your 
City, within a lew weeks, luid a few days past? 

li' trie jx^oplc of Ohio and of the Union, are not already 
past fo(ding and past hope, if tlie last vestige of political 
foresight as well as moral discern n)ent has not ceased from 
among thorn — they nmst noin see wliat it lias liitherto been 
so diHicult to show them — that tliere is no possible alterna- 
tive between the enfranchisement of tlie slave and subju- 
gn lion (d' the /rr/: — tliat the common Father of all men 
never iiiicnded the liberties of a portion of liis equal chil- 
dren should long be preserved, while they neglected to 
claim the e([tial liberties of their bretliren ; that the move- 
ments <)[■ his puovidcncc render such an arrangement ini- 
])ossil)le — that the changeless constitution of human na- 
ture, renders the very su])position an absurdity ! The 
voice of the slaveliolders, through their associates in your 
city, has abundantly proclaimed that slavery cannot stand, 
except it l)e upon tlie ruins of the free press. And with 
equal distinctness and solemnity, has the voice of the non- 
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slaveholding aristocracy been heard to decree, tliat the 
free press of the non-slaveholding states must fall ! At 
their bidding, nay, with the violence of their hands the 
free press has fallen ! The press that remains, has regis- 
tered its own confession that it is not free, and DARES 
NOT ' ADVENTURE an opinion ' amidst ' the actors ' 
of that scene.'* Yes 1 In the face of Europe and of the 
worlds it has been recorded that freedom of the press, in 
the commercial metropolis of one of the iree states of 
America has already passed away, and is known only in 
the history of the things that have been ; the tilings that 
may or may not hereafter, again be ! 

Is there not reason, dear brethren, to hope, that the 
thunder tones of an annunciation like this, may sullice to 
rouse freemen from their slumbers, and freedom from its 
grave ? 

Depend upon it, dear brethren, the spell of apathy and- 
tlie delusion of confiding credulity, on the minds of many, 
many thousands, has been suddenly and irrevocably broken. 
Whatever of scepticism there may have been, a month or 
two ago, in respect to the SETTLED LEAGUE between 
the M'Duflies of the south, and their aristocratic ' bretli- 
ren of the north,' to crucily the freedom oi the free, in or- 
der to secure the continued slavery of the slave — there will 
nothing of such a scepticism remain among the intelligent 
readers of the passing news ?ioiv. To the ' imprudent and 
reckless' aristocracy of Cincinnati has been reserved the 
task of certifying, over their oion signafiires, the truth of 
this oft reiterated, but seemingly incredible charge. Nor 
have they failed to state, in terms too plain to need eluci- 
dation, too explicit to permit evasion, that in the prosecu- 
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tion of llieir plans they aim at REVOLUTION; they 
trampie the Co-Vstitittion under foot, tliey bid defiance 
to the sovercigti people and their laws! The issue is now 
fairly mMde up. It is understood by all. It is the consti- 
tution, order, law, and liberty for all Americans, on the one 
hand ; — It is revolution, anarchy, rnobocracy, and the sla- 
very of t!ie American people, on the other. I'here is no 
room for neutrality. There is no ])os5ibility of mistake. 
There is w) w;iy of escape. There is no mid rile ground. 
There is no n.lternative. If the nation is to he saved, it 
must be saved by exertions which nothing but a crisis like 
the present, could have called forth ; by discoveries which 
nothing short of the scenes of Cincinnati could have re- 
pealed. 

Be assured, dear brethren, no occurrjnces have liitherto 
takers place (not even in our own city, where tlie violence 
of our enoujies has most gloriously str uiLMliened us) so di- 
rectly c;ilc.ui:ited to convince the hard yeomanry of cen- 
tral New York, and we may add, of th.j middle and eastern 
states, that iheir own interests and liberties are ideiitiiled 
with tho>e of the slave — that Anu^ricaii freedom is noloiKi- 
cr a question of geography or of color — that AiViERlCANS 
MUST Bi':COAIE ABOLITIONISTS Oil SLAVES, 
as the occurrences of the last few days in Cincinnati indi- 
cate. Trevious occurrences had (riven them reason to sus- 
pect it. Now, they see, they feel, they understand, they 
know it. They have now stood by, while freedom has not 
only been threatened, but prostrated — while the aristocrri' 
cy have not only abetted, but consummnted the deed, in 
open daylight with tlieir own hands. The husbandman 
has rested upon his scythe— the mechanic, lias let fall the 
implement of liis honest toil, to listen to the story. By 
thousands and scores of thousands will they now come up. 
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to the rescue, in whose ears the warning words of aboli- 
tionists have heretofore been an idle tale. 

Permit us to add that the well known character of the 
press and editor, that in this instance have fallen under 
the prescriptive ban, the universal meed of approbation, - 
for candor, courtesy, and kindness, that has been awarded 
them from all parties— from opponents as well as friends, 
enhances in no small decrree, the moral force and virtue of 
the demonstration that has now been made. Notliinof else 
could so completely have dissipated the illusion hitherto- 
fore floating before the vision of so many well disposed and 
intelligent, but misinformed men, that it must have been 
owing to some undue asperity of manner, some lack of 
sound judgment or discretion, some want of christian pru- 
dence and circumspection, on the part of those who plead 
for the inalienable rights of man, that they have been so 
often and so violent'sy assailed, and that, too, by persons 
professing godliness Henceforth, the true secret of all 
the ruffian-like commotion that has disturbed the nation 
cannot fail to be understood. It will be traced to its prop- 
er parent — slavery ! It will be seen that there is no mild- 
ness, or gentleness, or wisdom, that can cfTcctually remove 
this monster of iniquity, without rousing all the bitterness 
and rage of the pit. 

Above all — this laU act has wound up the drama — it 
has matured the crisi?. The half-heeded prophecy of yes- 
terday, has become history. A FREE STATE LIAS 
FALLEiN BEFORE THE JUGGERNAUT OF SLA- 
VERY 1 1 ! Ohio is despoiled of her glorij ! The star of 
her liberty is trampled in the mire. The Constitution is 
trodden down in her own streets. Her statutes are given 
to the winds. Her citizens hold their possessions, andex- 
ifct, and speak, at the mercy and at llie discretion of tiieiii 
si:.LF"MADE DicTATuus! A CTiois like thiLs muU and will 
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be a decisive one. It must prove the grave or the cradle 
of freedom. Its parallel is not found in the history of our 
republic. The citizens of Ohio will say — and cannot avoid 
saying — whether they will swear fealty to tlieir conquerors, 
or whether they will burst their fetters. On one side or on 
the other of this question, they mz^s^ speak. Their silence^ 
if they remain silent — will speak, and speak the requiem 
of their liberties! But silent they cannot be ! 

You see, then, dear brethren, the high vantage ground 
upon which your enemies have placed you 1 You occupy 
a pos^ition which will be defended by every citizen of Ohio, 
who does not consent, himself, to become a slave ! From 
this position you cannot be driven, but by the blow that 
shall drive every free citizen of Ohio along with you. Your 
right to plead, in Ohio, for the slave, (and on any portion 
of her soil you shall choose) is a right which, as a matter 
of iact, is uow found to stand or fall ^ with the right of eve- 
ry citizen of Ohio to his own freedom ! 

On a vantage ground like this, dear brethren, Ave are 
persuaded you will not think of laying down your arms. 
We should wrong you by the implication that you could 
ever consent to do this, on any ground within the universe 
of God. Let us rather say, that on a ground like this, you 
should hasten to enlarge your borders, and strengthen your 
stakes. A widening field, and a glorious campaign, v/e 
doubt not, dear brethren, is before you. A post of distin- 
guished prominence and dignity, as well as peril, is assign- 
ed to you. The fate of this nation — tlie destiny of poster- 
ity — the freedom of unborn millions — the lair fame of 
America — the hopes of a suffering world — arc committed 
to your trust. The soil you occupy seems marked out by 
the God of the oppressed, as the last, fmal Tliermopylae of 
holy freedom upon the earth. The glorious Emancipator 
t^f his church and of the v.'orld^ has seen fit to place you in 
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the fore front of the battle. Your brethren in tribulation 
are looking anxiously towards you. Their prayers on 
your behalf, ascend, day and night, before the Deliverer 
OF THE NEEDY. The cyes of the world are upon you. A 
mighty cloud of unseen witnesses are hovering near you- 
The chosen representatives and brethren of your risen Sa- 
viour — Miungry' for the bread of eternal life — 'athirst' for 
the livinor fountains of freedom — ^ sick ' with the acfonies of 

* hope deferred ' — and imprisoned by the fetters of oppres- 
sion — stretch out, in silence, their imploring hands to- 
wards you. And look ! that motto on your banner — * In- 
asmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these, my breth- 
ren, ye did it unto me'! And, hark! that watchword — 

* To Mm tliat overcomttli — ' Onward, then ! — Onward ! 
To the rescue! Quit yourselves like men, and be strong. 
Put on the whole armor of God, and quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked. For Zion*s sake, hold not your peace ! 
and for Jerusalem's sake, rest not, until the RIGHTE- 
OUSNESS thereof go forth as brightness—and the EM AM- 
CIPATTON thereof as a lamp that burneth. 

ALVAN STEWART, Chairman Ex. 

Com. N. Y. A. S. S. 
Charles Stuart, 
Wm. Goodell, 
Jacob Snyder, 
J. C. DeLong, 
Beriah Green, 
Reuben Hough, 
Oliver Wetmore, 
Amos Savage, 
Samuel Lightbody, 
Gerrit Smith, 
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[From the Augusta (Georgia) Sentinel.] 

We furnish our readers this niorninop with a decision 
which gives an entire new feature to the shave question. 
It has just been decided by the Supreme Court of Massa- 
chusetts, that a Slave carried into that State by his owner, 
becomes eo instanti free ! What think you of that, peo- 
ple of the South ? If a southerner carries a servant or a 
nurse with him into the State of Massachusetts, the high- 
est judicial tribunal of that State is ready with its writs 
and processes to wrest that servant from him, and pro- 
nounce him a freeman before his face ! And then, as if 
to add the grossest insult to the deepest injury, we are told 
that this decision is no interference w^ith the rio-hts of the 
slaveholder, but that rather, the carrying of a slave into a 
State which does not tolerate slavery, is an interference 
with the laws of that State ! People of the South I Will 
you sleep forever over your dearest rights ? Are you will- 
ing to sustain forever a confederation with States into 
which you dare not travel with your property, lest that 
property becomes by law actually confiscated ? Of what 
value to you is a union which enables those who are in 
common with yourself, members of that union, to destroy 
the right of private property, and deprive you of that 
which is justly yours? 

This is the strongest and boldest step ever yet taken 
against the riglits of the South, and leaves the puny elfoits 
of the abolitionists at an immeasurable distance in the 
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rear. The abolitionists themselves have thus far asked 
but little more than the liberty of publishing and distrib- 
uting what the}^ please on the subject of slavery, (bad 
enough in all conscience,) but here is a high and power- 
ful court, which sets our negroes free as soon as they can 
jret within its reach. Shall we submit to this ? Has it 
not been enough that we have borne for years with a pa- 
tience almost amounting to servility, the exactions of the 
tariff tor the benefit of the North ? Is it not enough that 
the coffers of the general government have been filled by 
southern earnings, to be lavished on those States in the 
way of appropriations? And must we now submit to 
have our property taken from us by courts and juries, and 
be insultingly told such things are no interference beyond 
our rights? 

[From the Boston Courier.] 

The above article, Mr. Editor, is copied from the Au- 
gusta (Georgia) Sentinel. Let the freemen of the North 
read it, and judge how long they ought to submit to such 
bullying. This is the legitimate fruit of the abject cring- 
ing v/ith whicli they have received the threats of the south- 
ern slaveholders ever since the organization of our govern- 
ment. We suffered ourselves to be frightened out of our 
rights, by tliat scare-crow nvllificnfionj and now we are to 
have the same bug-bear or that other, dissolution of the 
union, whenever we dare to speak or think for ourselves. 
Let us throw off this spirit, and meet them face to face on 
their own ground. Of what have they to complain in the 
late decision of our Supreme Court? And of what have 
we not to complain in their course of conduct to us ? We 
would ask this writer, by what authority he would dare to 
bring into this State ' a servant or a nurse,' bearing all the 
outward marks of being a man, a free man, and claim to 
use him as cattle ^ in the very presence of the majesty of 
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our laws, which declare that no man can be here held as 
a slave ? What interference is it with the rights of a 
slaveholder to tell him what he knew before, that we do 
not tolerate slavery within our borders ? Talk of sleeping 
over your dearest rights ! Have you no right that is dear- 
er to you, have you none that you value more than the 
privilege of obliging a fellow-man to work for you? Is 
the very dearest right of the magnanimous South, so inti- 
mately connected with the love of dollars and cents, with 
which they reproach the North — the right to have their 
lands cultivated a little more cheaply than they would oth- 
erwise — the right to steal the labor of the slave without 
paying for it? Admit that our Court was wrong in com- 
pelling that man to give up his slave ; how much does it 
wrong kim ? — it does not insult, it does not injure his per- 
son ; it merely renders his wealth something less ; it only 
diminishes his property. Look, on the contrary, to south- 
ern justice as exhibited towards the North. If a mercharu 
of Boston should send out in his vessel a black man to the 
South, the moment that he arrives on their shores, he is 
-seized and imprisoned, and so kept until the departure of 
the vessel. This involves only the loss of the services of 
his servant, perhaps the most important agent on board of 
the vessel, to the merchant, but what right is there of the 
servant that it does not interfere with ? It takes away hi3 
liberty ; it makes a freeman, valuing his freedom as much 
as the most chivalrous and magnanimous southerner of 
them all, a slave. It refuses him the right of trial by jury 
guaranteed to him by the constitution of the United Stales. 
Nay, more ; it is declaring war upon the State to which 
he belongs; for by the constitution of the United States, 
the citizens of each State have a title to all their privileges 
in every other State ; it is nullification itself. How small 
does this pretended outrage on Southern rights appear, 
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when compared with this manifest outrage on Nortliern 
rif^hts ! And even this, bad as it appears, is not the great- 
est extent to wliich they go. If a black man is found in 
some of the skiveholding States, let him have been ever 
so free at home, he is imprisoned until he can prove him- 
self a freeman ; and if it takes a long time to do this, to 
prove this negative, he is sold to pay the expenses of his 
confmement. Thus to be free is a crime. Language has 
not power to express the abhorrence, every son of the 
North, be he black or white, ought to feel at this insult 
and outrage. And yet the same men who can be coolly 
2uiltv of these crimes, crimes which between nations and 
states, entirely independent of each other, would be just 
and righteous causes of war to extermination, prate of 
their ' patience almost amounting to servility,' and their 
lojig suffering endurance exercised towards the North- 
Freemen of the North, throw back to them the insulting 
question. Are we willing forever to sustain a confedera- 
tion with states, into which our free citizens dare not 
travel, for fear, not of losing property merely, but liberty 
itself? Of what value to us is a union which enables 
those who are, in common with ourselves, mem.bers of that 
union, to destroy not only the right of private property^, 
but of freedom? Put to them these questions. Do you 
desire a dissolution of the union ? Suppose we grasp at 
it with joy, and become nations entirely independent of 
each other. Now what would be the consequence, if you 
should pursue your present course ? Would you then dare 
to imprison an innocent citizen of the Nortli without trial ? 
to sell him for a slave to pay his jail expenses? Would 
you dare to insult, to scourge, to murder our free citizens 
u-avelling within your borders, merely because you suspect- 
ed them of holding opinions different from your own, as 
you have repeatedly done within a few years past? No,. 



you would not dare, unless you were prepared to nuikc 
war at once. It would need tiie tear;3 and blood of the 
whole South to atone for one sinorle instance of these ao-- 
<ireL-5sions. Common causes for war sink into insiffnificanco 
compared witli these. Weigh well, tlien, the consequences, 
before you demand a dissolution. Who would sliield yoii 
from massacre by your slaves or the Indians ? Who would 
protect you from foreign aggression or internal dissension ! 
l^rom whom would you receive the numberless benefits for 
which you are now indebted to the North? We forbear 
to press the subject further. Reflect, before you demand 
a dissolution of the Union, that you have almost evcrv 
tbiuf'", we iiavc almost nothinof, to lose. Do not cry too 
loud, lest you should be heard and answered as you do not 
expect. Remember tlie maxim, * Never spur a willing 
horse.' 



